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THE HONORS PROGRAM
For 25 years, La Salle has been quietly turning out 
some of the top scholars in the nation
By Robert S. Lyons, Jr.
Honors Program members who won departmental academic awards this year pose with John Grady (standing, third from right). Standing (from left): 
Chris Combs, Pauline Scalvino, Ed Skorpinski, Ed Buchanan, Grady, Mike Dennis, and Jim Kennedy. Seated (from left): Liz Vrato, Lisa Dankanich, 
Cathy Decker, Sue Kennedy, and Penny Hoskins.
Back in the 1960s, Jim Butler, a brilliant, young 
honors student at La Salle, did a p a p e r  on the contem ­
porary poet  Ferlinghetti and sent it o f f  to Renascence, 
a highly-respected  journal. The editors wrote back  
saying, “. . . Dear  Professor Butler . . . We should like  
to publish your article, but you h a v e n ’t given us your 
academ ic rank or the origin o f  your degrees.  We need 
this information to accom pany your article b e fo r e  we  
can publish it. . . ” Butler went to one o f  his English 
professors, Brother Patrick Ellis, who had  just taken  
over as director o f  La S a l l e ’s Honors Center. “He said
‘What shall I d o? ’ ’’ recalls  Brother Patrick, who is 
now the pres iden t  o f  La Salle. “Tell them the plain  
truth,’’ I rep lied . “T h e y ’d be  too em barrassed  not to 
publish  it. Furthermore, that will b e  a great thing in 
your fe l low sh ip  app lica tion .’’
Butler told the truth, won Danforth and Woodrow  
Wilson Fellowships, and so l id ified  his reputation as 
one o f  the most talented  pioneers in La Salle's Honors 
Program. Today, Dr. Jam es A. Butler is the chairman  
o f  La Salle University’s English Department.
La Salle’s Honors Program, one of the most respect-
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H O N O R S —continued
La Salle students are now turning down some of the best graduate schools
ed academic enterprises of its type in the nation, is 
commemorating its 25th birthday this year in fine 
style.
“In the 18 years I ’ve been here, I am hard pressed 
to recall a class that was as universally as good in 
terms of academic outcomes as this one,” said John 
Grady, the longtime director of the program. “Our 
students are doing very well, thank you. In fact, in 
many cases they have been absolutely spectacular.”
Sitting in his office in the lower level of McShain 
Hall, Grady reminisced about people like Jim Butler, 
’67, and listed some of the accomplishments of recent 
Honors Program graduates: Danforth, Truman, Ful- 
bright, and Woodrow Wilson Scholars . . . Accep­
tances to Law Schools like Harvard, Yale, Chicago, 
and Virginia . . . Johns Hopkins, Harvard, and the 
University of Pennsylvania Medical Schools . . . Fel­
lowships to Dickinson, Columbia, Cornell, Stanford 
and Berkley. “Our students are now turning down  
some of the best schools,” added Grady, “schools like 
Yale, Chicago, Notre Dame, and Duke.”
G rady takes particular pleasure in talking about 
students like Sue Kennedy, '87, a graduate of Phila­
delphia’s Northeast High School who scored a perfect 
(800) on her Graduate Record Exam, finished in the 
99th percentile in the Law School Admissions Test, 
and is headed to the University of Virginia’s com­
bined Law School and Graduate Program in Eco­
nomics. Both of Kennedy’s parents are dead. The 
youngest of four girls, Sue is the first to have com­
pleted college. “What she has accomplished—the jobs 
she worked just to pay her room and board, just to 
get through here—is absolutely incredible,” says 
Grady.
La Salle’s Honors Program is now recognized as one 
of the nation’s finest. The N ew sletter  of the National 
Collegiate Honors Council, for example, has de­
scribed it as “a very special sort not available to 
larger, general universities,” and took note of a “real­
ly extraordinary record in terms of garnering 
Fulbright, Danforth, and Marshall scholarships.”
Extraordinary to be sure. Men and women from La 
Salle have won just about every graduate award in­
cluding a Harry Truman Scholarship, Marshall and 
Rotary International Fellowships, and National Sci­
ence Foundation Grants. Some 39 La Salle graduates 
have been named Fulbright Scholars. During their 
lifetimes, La Salle students were awarded 24 Dan­
forth or Woodrow Wilson Fellowships. According to 
a recent survey, La Salle ranked in the top 6 per cent 
among private undergraduate institutions originating 
Ph.D.’s (58th out of 943 colleges and universities).
Other statistics regarding La Salle graduates, most 
of them products of the Honors Program, are equally 
as impressive. According to a recent study covering 
a seven year period, 99 per cent of students who were 
highly recommeded by La Salle were offered entry 
into medical schools including Temple, Jefferson, 
Hahnemann, Hershey, and The Medical College of 
Pennsylvania. Since 1965, each graduating class has
averaged about 40 graduate and professional school 
fellowships, scholarships, and assistantships.
“Our (honors) students can hold their heads up 
second to none,” says Brother President Patrick Ellis, 
F.S.C., Ph.D., the first full-time director of the pro­
gram who ran it from 1964 until he was appointed 
director of development in 1969. Actually, the Honors 
Program at La Salle has only had three directors and 
two of them went on to become presidents of the 
university. Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D., who 
got it off the ground in 1961-62, eventually became La 
Salle’s academic vice president and served as presi­
dent from 1969 to 1978. “We were one of the first,” 
says Grady. “If Daniel Burke wasn’t ahead of his 
time, he was certainly at the cutting edge.” Grady, 
who succeeded Brother Patrick in 1969, has served in 
a number of leadership roles in the National Col­
legiate Honors Council. He conducts annual work­
shops and frequently consults other colleges and uni­
versities thinking about starting their own programs. 
Villanova’s program, for example, is a “direct copy” 
of La Salle’s. Grady has advised St. Joseph’s Univer­
sity which is currently attempting to resurrect its pro­
gram.
Brother Burke traces the actual planting of the seed 
for the Honors Program back to the late ’50s, shortly 
after he joined La Salle’s English Department as a 
young professor fresh out of the Ph.D. Program at The 
Catholic University and a teaching stint at Manhattan 
College.
“Maybe a year or so after I came in 1957, we started 
an Academic Development Committee,” he recalled. 
“The general notion was to improve the academic 
spirit, the ambience, to make our programs more 
challenging. I ’m not sure if a recommendation for an 
Honors Program came out of that committee, but if 
it didn’t, it was in the spirit of the effort of that com­
mittee—something to raise the academic level of pro­
grams, to do something for a group that we obviously 
had, a group of especially talented students.”
B y  1962, Brother Burke was asking the Roster Office 
to divert obviously gifted students into special sec­
tions. A footnote for an English Department course 
actually appeared in the college’s catalogues around 
that time that said: “This course is r eq u ir ed  to those 
invited  to take it.” Next, Brother Burke started invit­
ing some of the most brilliant minds in academe to 
conduct special courses—people like Bucknell Uni­
versity President Dennis O’Brien, then an assistant 
dean at Princeton, and Helen North, of Swarthmore 
(Both of them, incidentally, are trustees of the univer­
sity).
“My thoughts were simply to provide a little more 
competitive spirit among the students, themselves,” 
says Brother Daniel. “Similarly, the hope in combin­
ing regular courses with the few honors courses was 
to combine the advantages of the democratic with a 
little sprinkling of the elitism.”
Another objective was to get La Salle students into 
the “mainstream,” to increase their visibility in the
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eyes of the graduate fellowship selection committees. 
It wasn’t long before talented La Salle students 
started impressing these people, and the astonishing 
string of Danforth, Wilson, and Fulbright awards soon 
started rolling in. Very few colleges could match La 
Salle’s success during the heyday of these programs 
that were designed to encourage the pursuit of the 
doctorate and careers in college teaching.
A number of Brother Burke’s proteges have gone 
to impressive careers—people like Paul Betz, ’61, 
chairman of English at Georgetown University, and 
Frank Battaglia, ’63, an English professor at the City 
University of New York.
Brother Patrick Ellis, who was teaching at a 
Brothers’ high school in Miami after spending a few 
years on La Salle’s English Department faculty in the 
early '60s, was named the first full-time director of 
the Honors Program in April, 1964. A few months 
later, a Center was established in McShain Hall. Soon 
some of the brightest high school students in the area 
were headed for La Salle. Sections of required honors 
courses were instituted. Interdisciplinary concepts 
and team-taught courses began to appear. Special 
Topics courses were introduced featuring some of the 
most influential minds in the Delaware Valley— 
Murray Friedman, the recently-appointed vice chair­
man of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights; E. Digby 
Baltzell, the eminent sociologist and scholar, and 
Thomas P. Gilhool, who is now Pennsylvania’s Sec­
retary of Education. Many of these courses are part 
of the institution’s regular curriculum today. Faculty 
morale improved at La Salle as some of the top 
teachers found themselves earning double credit by 
handling the smaller, elite Honors sections. Fellow­
ship and scholarship applicants were carefully cul­
tivated.
Honors Program members complete 40 courses and 
120 credit hours just like the regular students. Twelve 
of those courses, however, must be taken in the 
Honors Program in lieu of courses normally taken as 
part of the standard curriculum. Honors students, for 
example, must take between two and five of their 
religion and philosophy courses as part of the honors 
curriculum.
“The basic, most fundamental difference between 
honors courses and those offered in the regular cur­
riculum concerns the capability and motivation of the 
students,’’ explained Grady. “Honors classes are gen­
erally smaller (average size 13). Honors students have 
the same high motivation because they’re in the pro­
gram by choice. They haven’t been forced into it. 
They want to be in that kind of setting.’’
There are still many brilliant students at La Salle 
who have chosen not to participate in the Honors 
Program. “It’s not for everyone,’’ says Suzanne 
Brooks, '75, one of the first women to go through the 
program. “I know some people on scholarship who 
are certainly qualified but have chosen not to be in 
the Honors Program,” adds Ed Skorpinski, ’87, a 
chemistry major at La Salle who will be studying for 
a combined M.D. and master’s degree in public 
health in a unique five-year program at Johns Hop­
kins University. “I think they are missing something.”
Skorpinski says that one of his classmates, a
chemistry-mathematics major, felt that the Honors 
Program was “elitist,” a charge that student members 
of the Honors Board have been grappling with for 
many years. “I don’t know if it is deserved, I don’t 
think it is,” he says. “We do what we can to play down 
that image. When we planned social activities, we 
made an effort to open them to other people and 
encourage them to bring friends.”
H onors Program courses are generally conducted 
seminar-fashion with most of the class time spent in 
discussion of the material that has been studied and 
analyzed in advance. “We are able to do things with 
content that would be very difficult to do in the reg­
ular curriculum,” says Grady. “For example, we’ll 
take two teachers like Dr. (Patricia B.) Haberstroh in 
English and Dr. (John P.J Rossi in History and have 
them team teach a course about the literary and his­
torical aspects of early 20th century Ireland.”
“Rarely was an honors course taught at the black 
board,” recalls Mike Dennis, ’87. “Most of them were 
conducted in the even-numbered (seminar) rooms in 
Olney Hall. I loved the fact that teachers would come 
in, sit down with you and get a good discussion going. 
It made it a much better, more personalized learning 
environment.”
“The honors courses are much more broadly-based, 
more interesting, and more exciting,” says Penny 
Hoskins, ’87. “You are in a classroom with people 
majoring in all different fields and you get a lot of 
different perspectives, a much broader view, a much 
better understanding of the world around you.”
Dorie Sitkoff, ’87, who is headed for the University 
of Pennsylvania Medical School, majored in biology 
but found a “Language and the Mind” course taught 
by Dr. Marjorie Allen to be the most interesting. “She 
had us reading the writings and ideas of Noam 
Chomsky,” recalls Sitkoff. “It was difficult because 
Chomsky is not that easy a writer to understand. The 
people in that class were really great. We had science
Honors students from La Salle made an impact in 1964 when they 
competed on the nationally televised G.E. College Bowl.
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H O N O R S —continued
“It’s like a yeast
Suzanne Brooks, 75, was the first La Salle student permitted to do an 
independent research project in creative writing. Today she is affirmative 
action officer at Penn State University.
people, English people, psychology people, sociology 
people. Everyone brought something to bear on the 
subject; everybody had different opinions. Each time 
I walked out of class I felt I had really come to under­
stand the material on a much deeper level than when 
I had walked in.”
Fresh m en  are strongly urged to take three of their 
five courses in the honors curriculum, preferably 
having their year-long courses in literature, philoso­
phy, and history coordinated by each professor in 
such a way that at any given time they will be looking 
at a particular period in western civilization through 
the eyes of a philosopher, a historian, and someone 
in literature. Students call this course The Triple.
It is conceivable, therefore, that students could be 
studying 18th Century France by looking at the his­
torical perspective of the French Revolution while 
reading Voltaire and Rosseau in philosophy and 
analyzing A Tale o f  Two Cities in literature. Students 
and teachers then meet as a group every Thursday 
afternoon. They may hear a discussion on 18th Cen­
tury Music conducted by Dr. George Diehl, of the 
Fine Arts Department; attend a lecture on 18th Cen­
tury Art in the 18th Century Room of La Salle’s Art 
Museum, critique a film together, visit a historical 
site like a Fairmount Park Mansion or the Bryn Athen 
Cathedral, or do something really innovative and at­
tend a ‘‘Renaissance Dinner” at the home of a 
professor.
‘‘The heart of the program is still the academic 
experience in the classroom,” says Grady. ‘‘But we 
also try to give students the opportunity to do things 
socially and do things of a service nature.” Students 
chartered a bus on one recent Saturday and took 40 
children from nearby St. Benedict’s Parochial School 
to the Franklin Institute. They’ve sponsored Christ­
mas parties for orphans, organized entertainment in 
La Salle’s new campus cabaret/eatery, and held
—a program where the mind is stretched,
social events for members of the Honors Program, 
their friends, and guests. ‘‘They do these things 
without a lot of fanfare,” adds Grady. ‘‘They don’t 
make a big deal out of their charitable activities. They 
just go out and do them.”
Grady is especially proud of the diversified charac­
ter of the 220 students in the Honors Program. Mem­
bers of the Class of 1987, for example, encompass the 
entire spectrum of professional and academic inter­
est: Medicine, Law, Communications, Education, 
Computer Science, English, Political Science, and 
Business. They include the president and vice presi­
dent of student government, the co-editors of the 
yearbook, the editor of the literary magazine, general 
manager of the campus radio station, captains of the 
women’s tennis and men’s soccer teams, about half 
of the members of the Jazz Band, and a few members 
of the Masque. More of the students today are 
women—a decade ago, they comprised 25% of the 
class; next year they will make up 60% of the 
freshmen, and the number of honors students major­
ing in business has increased from a handful ten 
years ago to 16 today. ‘‘As a business major, I found 
the program attractive,” says Pauline Scalvino, ’87, an 
accounting major headed for Harvard Law School. ‘‘I 
wasn’t limited to the business side. I was able to see 
the humanities and even the sciences.”
‘‘Through the Honors Program we are bringing to 
campus not only students who are intellectually- 
gifted—and who come from as far away as Minne­
sota—but also people who are very active members 
of the community,” said Grady. Moreover, he added, 
‘‘People think that all of our students come from 
schools like La Salle High and Malvern. Most of them 
come from Philadelphia schools like Cardinal 
Dougherty, George Washington, Northeast Catholic,
Father Judge, Little Flower, and St. Huberts. It’s an 
Honors Program for the working class.”
M a n y  non-traditional students have enjoyed con­
siderable success in La Salle’s Honors Program. They 
include women like Suzanne Brooks, a former Phila­
delphia policewoman who retired from the force and 
enrolled at La Salle after suffering a back injury. The 
first La Salle student permitted to do an independent 
research project in creative writing, she won a Dan- 
forth Fellowship and went on to earn her master’s 
degree in English at Washington State University. She 
is now a doctoral candidate and the affirmative action 
officer at Penn State University. Penny Hoskins, ’87, 
a mother of a 10-year-old son and 5-year-old daughter, 
majored in philosophy after transferring to La Salle 
from Philadelphia Community College upon the rec­
ommendation of Dennis McGrath, ‘69, co-director of 
PCCP’s Honors Program.
‘‘One of the advantages of La Salle’s Honors Pro­
gram is that it sets the tone for the whole place,” says 
Brother Patrick. ‘‘It’s extremely rewarding for the 
teachers to have exhilarating experiences, it’s good 
for faculty morale, and it’s good for recruitment be­
cause honors students help put the place on the map.
I think it’s like a yeast— a program where the mind
4
where the work is a little more rigorous and more searching”
is stretched, where the work is a little more rigorous 
and more searching. Certainly a student who is very 
bright should, in all justice, be challenged if he or she 
is willing to be—and they are in our program.”
They certainly are. So much, in fact, that a number 
of graduates claim that it is tougher to get a good 
cumulative grade-point average with honors courses. 
There’s a perception, many of the former students 
say, that if you can handle the heavier (Honors Pro­
gram) workload, you can be assured of getting nothing 
worse than a “B” or “C,” although it is extremely 
difficult to earn an “A.”
‘‘The courses are more difficult,” says Pauline 
Scalvino. ‘‘There’s more work, more papers, and 
more reading. But you can really enlarge on what you 
know. And everyone in the Honors Program is there 
voluntarily.”
‘‘It was tough getting used to,” recalled Jack Rilling, 
’87. ‘‘Coming from a place like La Salle High, I had 
a hard time with the amount of work that was de­
manded of you, especially the first three years in the 
core courses like English, philosophy, and economics. 
It wasn't just demanding work-wise—the amount of 
physical paperwork—but thinking-wise. I was turned 
off at first because it seemed like I was pouring all 
this work into it and my grades were coming out lower 
than friends of mine who took English 101.”
R illing always considered himself a good writer. 
‘‘All of a sudden I had Dr. (Marjorie) Allen who, 
herself, is an excellent writer. She was shredding me 
to bits. Friends of mine who I knew I wrote better 
than, were getting “A’s” with no problem is English 
Composition courses. I was a little disenchanted at 
first, but the further I got along, I began to enjoy it. 
I began to become aware what the whole purpose of 
it was.”
Rilling says that one of his most valuable and en­
joyable honors experiences was an ‘‘Effective Com­
munications” course taught by Brother John P. 
Dondero. ‘‘I had the same impression of this course 
that I had of the whole Honors Program in gen­
eral—what is its purpose? I was very confused at first 
about what he was trying to drive at. But by the end, 
as soon as everything came together, it was crystal 
clear.”
‘‘I remember the first critique I ever got from 
Claude Koch,” says Suzanne Brooks. ‘‘He looked 
through it all and said it was ‘crude.’ He ripped it to 
shreds and at the end he said, ‘But you do have a flair 
for the narrative,’ and you clung to that little word 
of praise.”
‘‘My writing improved tremendously,” recalls Mike 
Dennis, a dual computer science/communications 
major who won an assistantship to Purdue University 
for graduate studies in advertising. ‘‘Papers had  to be 
well-written for all of the Honors Program courses. 
Some of my communications courses were also very 
helpful along these lines.”
Dennis, who hopes to eventually specialize in 
creative aspects of advertising, says that he had a 
‘‘terrific experience” with his independent study
course under the direction of Dr. Mark Ratkus, an 
assistant professor of economics. The research need­
ed for the project—analyzing Arbitron TV ratings, 
applying them to computer simulation, and attempt­
ing to forecast TV/Radio ratings prior to the broad­
cast—enabled Dennis to combine the study of 
statistics with his dual majors of computer science 
and communications. ‘‘I’m convinced that this project 
helped me to win a graduate assistantship because it 
demonstrated that I could do research,” he says.
Are students today more vocationally-oriented? ‘‘I 
don’t think so,” says Grady. ‘‘The major reason why 
students came to La Salle or any university 15 years 
ago was to get a better job. And that’s the same reason 
kids are here today. It’s the nature of the job market 
that’s different.”
Grady explained that careers in academe have 
been virtually closed for the past 10 or 12 years. Stu­
dents who might have majored in philosophy or his­
tory and then attended graduate school have been 
forced to seek other careers. ‘‘Interestingly enough,” 
he added, pointing to the unusually high number of 
seniors who will be attending graduate, law, or medi­
cal schools, ‘‘more than half the class is going on full 
time for higher education. Now if this is voca- 
tionalism, than so was it vocationalism 20 years ago.” 
Although today’s honors students don’t seem as 
anxious to challenge you as their predecessors did 15 
years ago—‘‘They seem to be more intellectually com­
placent, somewhat more passive, somewhat more 
willing to accept the conventional wisdom”—Grady 
says that he finds them to be just as concerned, bright, 
and community-minded as they were a generation 
ago.
‘‘I think that they have a much harder time concen­
trating today,” added Brother Patrick. ‘‘Most of them 
have come up through a far more distracting sub­
culture.”
L a  Salle’s president recalls that when he had the 
Honors Program 20 years ago, he assumed that the 
students were conversant with a fair amount of logic 
and philosophy, had at least an abstract knowledge 
of some religion, had read certain authors like 
Chaucer, had been exposed to M acBeth  and, perhaps, 
a novel by Dickens.
‘‘Now you can’t assume any of that,” said La Salle’s 
president. ‘‘But what you can now assume is a dis­
cursive way of being well-informed on the part of 
bright kids because of the electronic media and prob­
ably a greater awareness of the fine arts through the 
way they’ve come up. Also a greater awareness of 
how people feel—an alertness to perception and, cer­
tainly, a greater sophistication in the handling of data.
‘‘While they have tremendous gaps compared to 
what we used to expect as a matter of course, the fact 
is that they have strengths that we didn’t use to have. 
Though these strengths are harder to build on, they’re 
there.”
At any rate, says John Grady, ‘‘They are now and 
always have been an absolutely delightful group of 
people with which to work.”
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George Washington and the 
Constitution
How helpful was our first president in shaping the document that created 
a nation? Historians have been debating this question for years
By Robert F. Jones, Ph.D., ’56
A lthough at first glance, linking George Washington 
and the Constitution seems a penetrating glimpse of 
the obvious, it is legitimate to question how important 
the connection really is. Washington has never been 
credited with being a political philosopher such as 
James Madison, so how significant could he have 
been in the drafting of the document? Nor did he, 
except in the restricted manner of the pre-Revolu- 
tionary Virginia gentry, play the role of political ac­
tivist as Madison and Alexander Hamilton did. So 
how significant could he have been during the ratifi­
cation controversy? The answer to both of these ques­
tions has to be qualified and hedged about, for it is 
difficult to show a direct and significant contribution 
by George Washington to the Constitution itself or to 
its ratification. Yet James Monroe claimed in 1788 that 
Washington’s “influence carried this government.’’ 
Resolving the contradiction will be helped by a quick 
overview of the connections between the first presi­
dent and the written frame of government.
There w ere  direct contributions by Washington to 
the Constitution. In addition to serving as a delegate 
from Virginia, he was also president of the Conven­
tion. During the meeting, he spoke only once on a 
matter of detail, the minimum size of a district for the 
House of Representatives. During the ratification 
contest, he took a favorable position on the Constitu­
tion and maintained it unswervingly, permitting the 
fact of his approval and the reasons for it to be pub­
lished by any newspaper which chose to do so. The 
expectation that he would serve as first president 
influenced positively both the delegates during the 
Convention, as well as the general public during the 
ratification contest. There was also his indirect con­
tribution: his presence and his approval. With them, 
the movement to give the republic a stronger, more 
effective central government was itself significantly 
stronger. Without them, with Washington taking a 
passive attitude, it may have been fatally handi­
capped, and, had he been opposed, it would never 
have come about. Monroe exaggerated somewhat, but 
not too much, for the most important contribution 
George Washington made to the Constitution was to 
lend it his influence, his approval of it as a valuable 
and worthwhile change. As the most widely respected 
American of his day, this was an invaluable contribu­
tion, one that only he could make.
That contribution was first made possible in June 
1775 when Washington was made commander in chief
of the armies of the Continental Congress. By this, he 
became not only a general, but also a symbol of the 
unity of the colonies as they first resisted British pol­
icy and then fought for independence. This was a 
development which did not take years to mature; 
rather, it happened almost at once. Before Washing­
ton reached Cambridge in July to take command of 
the provincial militia besieging the British forces in 
Boston, he was the visible token of colonial unity. At 
the moment, British tyranny through the Royal Army 
directly threatened only the New England colonies, 
and the Yankees badly needed a sign of support from 
the Middle and Southern colonies. This symbolic role 
was increased both by the military circumstances of 
the War for Independence and the nature of the Con­
gress’s direction of that War.
Although the War was fought in a conventional 
European style for most of the major battles, its set­
ting was anything but European. The vast area of the 
rebellious states, the lack of easy land transport, the 
shifting theatres of the conflict, all downgraded the 
importance of fixed posts and laid a premium on 
mobility, not a great strategic or supply center, not a 
government acting as a strong coordinator of re­
sources and strategy. The British took and held Boston 
and Philadelphia for a winter. They took and held 
New York City from 1776 to the end of the War. None 
of these was of more than passing inconvenience to 
the American war effort, although each of the cities 
had economic and political importance. The Ameri­
can economy was too undeveloped to be seriously 
harmed by enemy possession of one or two points. 
Similarly, the political system was also undeveloped, 
with the overworked and underfinanced Continental 
Congress functioning more as an executive than as a 
legislature. Logistical support for the Army came as 
much from the separate states as from the Congress. 
Hence, there was no “capital” in either a political or 
an economic sense.
A l l  this reinforced the tendency to look at Washing­
ton and the Army as the center of resistance. Further, 
the General’s conduct during the War, especially his 
scrupulous respect for the Congress and reluctance 
to use the dictatorial powers given to him by that body 
during times of crisis further increased his moral 
stature as the  leader of the cause. Finally, at the War’s 
end, his resignation of his command, accompanied as 
it was by a promise never to resume public life, set
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aside fears of a military dictatorship. In a phenome­
non rather rare in history, he ended the War more 
generally admired than at its beginning.
This reinforced Washington’s status as the embodi­
ment of the cause of American independence and 
nationhood, as the single most admired American 
public figure of his time. This status was a vital politi­
cal asset and not lightly to be expended. Indeed, it 
was Washington’s firm intention that it not be ex­
pended at all, that he remain a private figure in busy 
retirement at Mount Vernon.
B u t  there were unsolved public issues or problems 
and Washington cared deeply about them. This con­
cern had shown itself on a number of occasions dur­
ing the War, especially when the Congress’s lack of 
power had left the Army either unable to fight or 
severely handicapped in that task. In a 1780 private 
letter, he was especially strong in his criticism:
Certain I am, unless Congress speaks  in a m ore  
decisive tone; unless they are vested  with pow ers  
by the several  States com petent to the great 
purposes o f  war, or assume them as a matter of 
right; and they, and the States respect iv e ly  act 
with m ore  energy than they hitherto have  done, 
that our cause is lost.
He repeated this criticism several times more during 
the War, most memorably in his last Circular to the 
States, July 1783, urging the strengthening of the Con­
gress lest their new-found independence be lost. 
Although the Circular, promptly styled “Washington’s 
Legacy,” was widely reprinted and received a good 
deal of favorable public comment, state officials were 
almost uniformly hostile to the notion of diminishing 
their own power by increasing that of Congress. This 
official hostility did not change Washington’s mind, 
for on the evening of December 22, 1783, the day 
before he resigned his commission, he attended a ball 
in his honor at Annapolis, Maryland, where the Con­
gress was then sitting. After the requisite thirteen 
toasts had been drunk, the General was given the 
opportunity of offering his own: “Competent powers 
to Congress for general purposes.”
Nothing happened between 1783 and 1787 to change 
Washington’s mind that the Congress needed 
strengthening. Indeed, the lack of respect shown by 
various of the European powers toward the new re­
public, separatist feeling in the trans-Appalachian 
West, especially the South-West and the irresponsible 
economic policies of some of the states intensified the 
feeling. One of the most immediate influences on the 
convening of the Constitutional Convention was a 
much-misunderstood popular uprising in western 
Massachusetts. During the winter of 1786-87, a group 
of economically beleaguered farmers led by Daniel 
Shays stopped the courts from meeting and seemed 
ready to bring all government down around their 
ears. Once militia from eastern Massachusetts moved 
against them, the rebels quickly dispersed, but not 
before frightening observers thoughout the country 
with visions of chaos and social upheaval. In Septem­
ber 1786, representatives of five states, meeting at 
Annapolis, had decided that a general meeting of all
the states was needed to revise the present frame of 
union, the Articles of Confederation. Under the in­
fluence of Shay’s Rebellion, the Congress agreed to 
call such a meeting for May 14, 1787 in Philadelphia. 
During the fuss over Shays’ Rebellion, someone sug­
gested to Washington that he use his “influence” to 
quiet the rebels. He pointedly replied that he did not 
know where that influence would be found, but if it 
could be, he was certain it was not the proper rem­
edy. “Influence is no government,” was his succinct 
reply.
H o w e v e r  true that might have been, Washington 
did have influence, a great deal of it, and that in­
fluence was included in the plans of those who were 
working to make the Convention a success. But it was 
by no means certain that the General would attend. 
As much as he acknowledged the importance of the 
meeting—he had recently written that national af­
fairs “seem to be drawing to some awful crisis”—he 
saw three barriers in his way: 1) the promise to retire 
from public life; 2] a concern that attaching his name 
to an ineffectual meeting would seriously diminish 
his reputation, a selfish consideration to be sure, but 
when one remembers that Washington saw his re­
ward for public service not in monetary terms, but 
in the regard of his fellow citizens, an understandable 
one; 3) the Society of the Cincinnati. This was an 
hereditary society of Continental Army officers and 
Washington was the honorary grand marshall. Some 
civilians feared it as the germ of an American 
aristocracy and strongly objected to it. When the So­
ciety rejected some changes meant to allay these 
fears, Washington, who had supported the changes,
La Salle, Summer 1987 7
W A SH IN G TO N -continued
“Washington’s most significant contribution to the Constitution was the 
immeasurable effect of his influence on the American people of his generation”
decided to have as little to do with it as possible. But 
he kept his decision to himself, for he did not want 
to hurt the feelings of his former comrades in arms.
The Society of the Cincinnati was holding a meeting 
in Philadelphia at the same time as the Convention. 
Before the call for the Convention had gone out, 
Washington had begged off from the meeting, citing 
rheumatism and the pressures of spring planting. 
How could he now insult the Cincinnati and attend 
the Convention? Those in Virginia and elsewhere 
who were working to bring about the Convention 
wisely let things stand a bit and allow the General 
to consider his own priorities. They also saw the 
possibility that not enough states might attend at 
Philadelphia and they did not want to expend their 
only tactical nuclear weapon on a drone, that is, 
Washington’s reputation at an unrepresentative meet­
ing. Only on April 9, when enough states had ap­
pointed delegates to be certain of an adequate rep­
resentation and when several of the Cincinnati So­
ciety had written their chief as to their understanding 
of the significance of the Convention, did Washington 
definitely agree to go to Philadelphia. Even then, the 
letter was filled with concern for his reputation 
should the meeting fail. Although he still had his 
fears, he wanted the Convention delegates to “adopt 
no temporizing expedient, but probe the defects of 
the constitution to the bottom and provide radical 
cures.” Even if these “radical cures” were not 
adopted, sooner or later they would have an in­
fluence. Everything should be risked, for everything 
seemed to be at risk.
Incidentally, Washington was not alone in his con­
viction that an “awful crisis” was impending. Many 
pressing national problems—the Indians, the British 
who still occupied military posts on American soil on 
the pretended excuse that the treaty of peace had not 
been fully executed, to name only two, were hanging 
fire because the Congress lacked the power to deal 
with them. But it must also be noted that the Congress 
was not the nation, that there was much prosperity 
to be found in the states and in those areas where 
there was distress, the future nevertheless looked 
bright. Further, in the agricultural economy of the 
late 18th century United States, farmers who com­
plained about low prices for their crops still had food, 
shelter and a rough, but adequate existence. Many of 
the problems which Washington and others be­
moaned were only potentially troublesome. Things 
which a great, free, powerful and independent nation 
ought not to tolerate, but more realistically, which the 
United States of 1787 might have to live with for a 
while. The success of the government set up by the 
Constitution has masked the possibility that a re­
formed Articles of Confederation, especially one 
which gave the Congress a source of revenue and 
effective control over commerce, could have been an 
adequate government for years to come.
Washington’s presence and approval was the most
important contribution he made to the success of the 
Convention. While it may have been enough for him 
simply to attend and sign, his contribution was more 
than passive. On the first formal day of the meeting, 
Friday, May 25, he was elected president. This presid­
ing role did not prevent him from taking an active role 
had he chosen to do so, for every morning the first 
formal motion made was to go into committee of the 
whole, which permitted freer and easier debate. On 
the motion’s adoption, the president stepped down 
and a chairman pro tem took over. Washington 
usually sat with the Virginia delegation but, as he had 
during his time in the Burgesses and the old Congress, 
said nothing from the floor. A few of the tallies taken 
within the Virginia delegation to decide how its vote 
would be cast survive and these show him consistent­
ly voting to strengthen the central government and the 
executive within that government. He voted for a 
single executive and against legislative election of the 
executive. He was on the losing side in voting against 
a motion to lower the legislative majority needed to 
override an executive veto from three-fourths to two- 
thirds. He made only one comment on a specific 
provision and that was when it was almost too late. 
On September 17, when the delegates expected only 
to sign the finished document and go home, Nathaniel 
Gorham of Massachusetts rose and asked for one 
further change, lowering the minimum size of an 
electoral district for the House of Representatives 
from 40,000 to 30,000. After he was supported by two 
other delegates, Washington spoke from the chair. 
Acknowledging the possible impropriety of his action, 
he supported the motion. The response was immedi­
ate and gratifying as the change was adopted unani­
mously. The final signing took place.
Although he spoke on only that one occasion, other 
than to conduct the proceedings, scholars generally 
agree that Washington influenced other details of the 
Constitution, especially those dealing with the Ex­
ecutive. Once it was decided that the office would be 
filled by one person, most expected it to be Washing­
ton, and some delegates acknowledged their readi­
ness to sketch the office in broad outline only, leaving 
it to its first occupant to fill in between the lines. One 
example of this was when the number of terms the 
President could receive was left blank. Washington 
set the two term precedent when he retired in 1797, 
a precedent that was confirmed by Thomas Jefferson 
in 1809. Its work finished, the Convention sent the 
proposed frame of government on to New York City 
where the Congress was sitting for its action. While 
the ratification process was starting, Washington sent 
copies of the document to Virginia friends to build 
up some support for it. In identical cover letters, he 
stated his basic position on the Constitution, one he 
would not change during the controversy:
I wish the Constitution . . . which is o f f e r e d  hod
been  m ad e  m ore  perfect ,  but I s incere ly  b e l iev e
it is the best that could be  ob ta ined  at this time;
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This article is adapted from remarks delivered by Dr. Jones (right) at a symposium on “The U.S. Constitution" on May 14 at Congress Hall, in Philadelphia. 
Michael Dillon, Ph.D. (left), an attorney and former member of La Salle’s Political Science Department, and Wilfrido V. Villacorta, Ph.D., vice president 
for external relations at de La Salle University of Manila, the Philippines, also participated in the symposium, sponsored by the university’s Alumni Association 
on the 200th anniversary of the day that President Washington called the Constitutional Convention into session. Because of a lack of quorum, the convention 
was adjourned until the following May 25.
and, as a constitutional door is o p en ed  for  
am endm ent herea fter ,  the adoption o f  it under  
the present circumstances o f  the Union is, in my 
opinion, des irable .
Thus, he would not argue particulars. Should one 
point or another be called objectionable, he pointed 
to the possibility of amendment, a step which he 
thought made unnecessary a second convention, one 
of the more plausible suggestions used by the Con­
stitution’s opponents to resist and possibly defeat it. 
He wrote widely throughout the states, asking for 
information on the contest’s progress and giving the 
news from Virginia, one of the more closely contested 
states. These letters were frequently reprinted in the 
Federalist press to show the General’s endorsement 
of the Constitution. The only time he objected to pub­
lication, his comment focused on the style and gram­
mar of what he had expected to be an entirely per­
sonal letter; not the content. An understanding, 
usually left unvoiced, in the contest was that Wash­
ington would be the first president should the new 
form of government be approved. The General could 
not appear to be campaigning for the position and 
thus his refusal to argue particulars could have been 
a limiting device to keep him from doing more than 
would be proper under his own code as a Virginia 
gentleman.
The contest ended in New York in July 1788 when 
it ratified as the eleventh state by a three vote margin; 
Virginia had already ratified on June 25th. (Rhode 
Island and North Carolina delayed acting until the 
federal government had actually been formed.)
Thus, Washington’s most significant contribution to 
the Constitution was the immeasurable effect of his 
influence on the American people of his generation. 
Our leading national figure, the person whom some 
seemed to think had brought about victory over the 
British singlehandedly, not only had to approve the 
work of strengthening the central government, but 
also help bring that work along more easily than a 
legion of adept political activists. The exact shape and 
form of the new government did not interest Washing­
ton very much; he confessed to Thomas Jefferson in 
1788 that he was ready to accept “any tolerable com­
promise that was competent to save us from impend­
ing ruin.” But only George Washington could have 
made a compromise tolerable to the differing sec­
tions, interests and classes of the United States of his 
time.
Dr. Jones, a history p ro fessor  and form er  department  
chairman at Fordham  University, is a h ighly-respect­
ed  authority on George Washington.
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Building International 
Educational Bridges
Brothers from six different countries have come to La Salle 
to study, teach or do research. Although their nationalities 
vary, they’ve all found that same “La Sallian Spirit’’
By Rosalie Lombardo
Taking a break from their studies at La Salle are (from left) Brother Anthony Steel, from Australia; Brother David Kinneret, F.S.C., from Israel; Brother 
Victor Franco, F.S.C., from the Philippines and Brother Fermin Martinez, F.S.C., from Mexico.
W h e n  Anthony Steel first stepped onto American 
soil in Los Angeles last winter, he was very tired and 
very scared. He had endured an extremely long plane 
ride from his native Australia with only one image 
of America, what he saw on TV shows like “Magnum 
P.I.” and “Hawaii 5-O.”
“I thought I would get mugged for sure, and that 
everyone in America carried guns,” he explained. But 
Steel soon found that the United States can be very 
different from the TV shows he watched.
Brother Anthony Steel, a member of a small Aus­
tralian religious order called the Brothers of St.
Gerard of Magella, was headed for the Philadelphia 
area, specifically La Salle University, to continue his 
studies. According to Brother Steel, “When I landed 
in Philadelphia and saw one of La Salle’s Christian 
Brothers there waiting to pick me up, I knew it would 
be all right.”
Brother Steel is just one of four religious brothers 
from different countries studying at La Salle this 
year. They hail from Australia, Israel, Mexico and the 
Philippines. Three are members of the Brothers of 
Christian Schools, the order that conducts La Salle. 
All of them are studying subjects, Religion, Psy­
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chology and Education, that will help them better 
pursue their future plans.
“I came here to get a masters degree in religion, 
to update my qualifications,” said Brother Steel, a 
former assistant principal of Newman High School in 
Sydney. ‘‘I wanted to have time to reflect on where 
the Church is going, what new avenues the Church 
is following, and my response to that. I felt I needed 
the challenge of something more in depth, maybe in 
a culture other than my own.”
A fter looking at several different American col­
leges and universities, Brother Steel settled upon La 
Salle because it best fulfilled his needs and those of 
his community. ‘‘I ’m very impressed with La Salle,” 
he said, ‘‘and with the quality of the professors, the 
quality of the courses, and the amount of information 
I can access.”
‘‘I’ve found my courses at La Salle both challenging 
and liberating. I ’ve begun to see that there are lots 
of ways of thinking about Jesus that can complement 
the traditional formulas of faith.”
When Brother Steel returns to Australia he hopes 
to continue his work at the high school for 898 boys 
run by his Order. He also hopes to continue teaching 
and perhaps get involved in pastoral care in the 
school. But he’ll take with him something other than 
his education.
“The spirit here is great,” he said. “The brothers 
have welcomed me as one of the family, and really 
I am not part of their community. But they have made 
me feel as one and that is important.”
That feeling of being welcomed and part of the 
family was reiterated by each of the other brothers 
as well.
According to Brother David Kinneret, F.S.C., of Is­
rael, “La Salle is very welcoming. Teachers are 
human beings. They accept you, discuss with you, and 
are ready to be helpful. They accompany the student 
in his or her achievement. I could have chosen a 
hundred other universities, even others run by the 
Christian Brothers, but La Salle is special to me.”
Brother Kinneret is a native of Colombia with dual 
citizenship in Israel where he has served the Chris­
tian Brothers for nearly 20 years. His last assignment 
was as principal of the Brothers’ High School in 
Jerusalem as well as director of the Christian 
Brothers there. His position with the Order also takes 
him to Lebanon and Jordan regularly.
A t La Salle Brother Kinneret is studying religion 
and psychology. His goal is to return to Israel 
prepared to assume the role of Director of the No­
vitiate or Scholasticate. Brother Kinneret, who is 
fluent in seven languages, has found his courses at 
La Salle, “very challenging and interesting.”
“La Salle is a very special place, not only intellec­
tually, but through its services,” he explained. “I 
know people who are helping the aged, visiting 
prisons, and so on. This is not always found at other 
universities. La Salle is a place where you live and 
get new experiences through service. It’s not a closed 
society, its an open, servicing society. This is impor­
tant, this is fantastic.”
From Vietnam: Where the Resources are Minimal. . .
In 1975, after the fall of Saigon, Brother Tri Nguyen, F.S.C., 
Ph.D., arrived in America as a Vietnamese refugee. He had 
spent many years working with the Christian Brothers in Viet­
nam serving as a teacher, director of the scholastics, and assis­
tant to the provincial. With all that experience behind him he 
came to America prepared to start a new life.
After spending some time in the Indiantown Gap refugee 
camp, Brother Tri took a teaching position at La Salle High 
School for two years. He enjoyed teaching there, but wanted 
to continue his studies with the hope of teaching on the college 
level as he had done in Vietnam.
‘T always liked to be in touch with young people and teaching 
forces me to keep on reading and keep up to date," he ex­
plained.
He attended the University of Wisconsin, Madison, to work 
on his doctorate in Sociology. Then he went on to complete post 
doctorate work at Cornell University. He also attended the 
Center for the Advanced Studies of Behavioral Sciences at Stan­
ford.
In 1984 he returned to the Philadelphia area prepared to teach 
sociology at La Salle University, something he has found very 
satisfying.
According to Brother Tri, teaching sociology to American stu­
dents can be very different from teaching students in Vietnam. 
“In Vietnam the resources are so minimal." he explained. "The 
thirst for knowledge is there, but they don't have time to read 
and broaden their knowledge. They rely on what the teacher 
tells them."
In addition to teaching, Brother Tri has established the Ameri- 
can-Asian club on campus which promotes inter-cultural under­
standing. In its first year the club boasts nearly 25 members. 
He also spends time writing articles and working on the Chris­
tian Brothers Spirituality Seminars. He hopes to do some re­
search in the future.
But for now teaching is taking up most of his time and he is 
happy for this opportunity at La Salle. "I see La Salle as very 
dynamic, with everyone looking to the future," Brother Tri con­
cluded. "I see very qualified faculty in their fields, and I ap­
preciate the friendliness of the people, faculty, and students 
alike. And the brothers are very impressive. I feel it is a privi­
lege to live with them . . . there is a large ‘basket of experience' 
here to dip into."
Brother Tri Nguyen
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It is not a closed society, it’s an open, servicing society
“There’s a spirit here, and that’s what makes La 
Salle different,” said Brother Fermin Martinez of 
Morrellis, Mexico. “I think the environment helps 
you to appreciate other people and to stimulate each 
other. This is important in life.”
B r o t h e r  Martinez is studying Religion and English 
at La Salle. Upon completion of his studies, the for­
mer principal of an elementary school (Instituto 
Regio Montano] in Monterey, will go to Japan per­
manently as a missionary for the Christian Brothers. 
There he will teach high school Religion and English.
“Here I ’m learning there are some things you can 
find new everytime you read the Bible. The students 
are receptive and the teachers are very good,” he 
commented. Although Brother Martinez has found his 
coursework at La Salle stimulating he especially sees 
his time here as a bridge of sorts.
“This experience at La Salle is like a synthesis. This 
environment has helped me grow as a person and 
understand how Americans think about others. I was 
happy in Mexico then I moved to Philadelphia, and 
next year to Japan. This is kind of a bridge between 
my old and new lives.”
Each of the brothers agreed that their experience 
at La Salle has helped them grow intellectually as 
well as spiritually. Brother Victor Franco of the 
Philippines was no exception.
Formerly the president of La Salle Boccolade, a 
Christian Brother’s College in Manila, Brother Franco
is studying in La Salle’s Graduate Religion Program. 
“I’ve been in administrative work for many years and 
I want a change,” he said. “I ’d like to get into campus 
ministry work.”
Before leaving the Philippines Brother Franco 
helped organize three groups of lay teachers and stu­
dents interested in changing the social situation in the 
country. “Through this I’d like to establish a network 
of people in different careers who might find this 
network a way of being of service to the country,” he 
explained.
H is studies will help with this new challenge. 
“There is a good program here. Other brothers have 
come here and were very pleased. I am also.
“One of the things I find beautiful is an intangible, 
it’s the La Salle spirit,” he added. “I can see that the 
mission here is very much the same as the mission 
back home—we’re trying to achieve the same goals. 
The circumstances are different, but the principals, 
the values are constant.
“Part of those values and principals are apparent 
in the way people treat people, that’s the La Sallian 
spirit. It affects different people differently, but it 
affects them none-the-less.”
As Brother Steel said, after he had the opportunity 
to settle into his niche at La Salle, “For a foreigner 
in a foreign country, it’s terrifying enough. The fact 
that they take you in and make you feel so welcome 
is very, very important.”
. . .  To La Salle: With its Very Rich Academic Resources
Nigeria may be a long way from Philadelphia but La Salle 
University's reputation for excellence in education has trans­
cended even that distance. According to Brother Anselm Uba, 
F.S.C., Ph.D., of Imo State Nigeria, the “very, very rich 
academic resources at La Salle" are what brought him here in 
April.
Brother Anselm, on sabbatical leave from his position as 
senior lecturer in counseling psychology at the University of Ife 
in Nigeria, is at La Salle doing research on the Listening Skills 
of the Counseling Process. His special interests border on the 
selective listening skills and cross cultural counseling.
“You have more facilities than we have in our country,” said 
the author of three books and numerous published articles on 
psychology. “I'm particularly interested in two computerized 
career guidance systems here, Sigi Plus in the Counseling 
Center, and Discovery, in the Career Planning and Placement 
Department. The library has also been very helpful."
“The problem I will have is after I learn all these things, how 
do I implement them in my university? We don't have the 
machines you have here. I can only do my best, but the knowl­
edge of acquiring the skills is still very useful.”
While he is in Philadelphia Brother Anselm is taking advan­
tage of other resources in the area as well. Along with Brother 
Arthur Bangs, F.S.C., Ph.D., of the Counseling Center, he has 
attended seminars at the Philadelphia Psychiatric Center and 
the Fairmount Institute of Psychiatry. He will also visit Lewis
College, in Illinois, Manhattan College, in New York, and his 
alma mater, the University of Toronto, for additional materials.
When Brother Anselm returns home to Nigeria in the Fall, 
he plans to continue collecting research materials. “I will blend 
it to Nigerian institutions," he explained. “And if possible I will 
publish a book from it. If that is not possible, the knowledge 




Tom Burke has never been one for frivolous 
conversation. But he certainly keeps things 
moving in the nation’s largest agency
Thomas R. Burke, '60, at his office in the Hubert H. Humphrey Building, in Washington, where he serves as chief of staff to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services.
W h e n  President Reagan proposed a new health in­
surance program for catastrophic illness earlier this 
year, the event generated quite a few headlines and 
a “job well done’’ for a former La Salle economics 
major with a reputation for making things happen in 
the Department of Health and Human Services.
Thomas R. Burke, ’60, the Department’s chief of 
staff since December, 1985, worked with Health and 
Human Services Secretary Otis R. Bowen, M.D., to 
devise what has become known as the “Reagan Plan” 
for expanding Medicare to cover catastrophic ill­
nesses for some 31 million elderly and disabled 
people.
The joint Bowen-Burke proposal was officially en­
dorsed by the chief executive when the President 
included it in his 1987 State of the Union Address. For 
Burke, however, this was just another example of his 
“very unique experiences” as a government official. 
“I’ve been fortunate to be in the right place at the 
right time where the action is,” he says.
Labeled by The N ew  York Times  as Dr. Bowen’s 
“enforcer,” Burke has develped a reputation for cut­
ting through what one federal official calls the “nor­
mal bureaucratic inertia” to keep things moving in 
the agency with 130,000 employees and an annual 
budget of $348 billion, the largest in the federal gov­
ernment. “You have to know when to use the carrot, 
when to use the stick,” says Burke in describing the
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most challenging aspect of his position.
Actually, Burke never really expected to wind up 
with the Federal Government where he has held key 
positions under the Carter and Reagan adminis­
trations. “I took economics at La Salle because I 
thought I was going to be a lawyer,” he recalled dur­
ing a recent interview in his spacious office in the 
Hubert H. Humphrey Building. “I went to graduate 
school (Boston College) because I thought I was going 
to be a professor.”
Burke did teach—at Georgetown University from 
1965 to 1968, then worked in private industry as a 
health economist. He also served as a senior health 
economist with the Economics Stabilization Program 
and as a staff member of President Nixon’s Cost of 
Living Council. He joined the Department of Defense 
in 1975.
For the next seven years, Burke held a number of 
positions in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Health Affairs including deputy director 
for health planning and director of policy analysis. In 
1982, shortly after leaving the Pentagon to join Health 
and Human Services, Burke took a leave of absence 
from his position as special assistant to the adminis­
trator of the Health Care Financing Administration to 
become Dr. Bowen’s executive director after the for­
mer governor of Indiana was appointed chairman of 
President Reagan’s Advisory Council on Social Secu­
rity. Immediately, the soft-spoken, “country doctor” 
from the midwest and out-spoken, “Shanty Irishman” 
from Trenton hit it off. They combined their medical 
and economic expertise for a comprehensive report 
on medicare which was completed in 1984 and served 
as the basis for President Reagan’s Catastrophic 
Health Insurance Proposal that is expected to receive 
Congressional approval this year. When Bowen was 
appointed HHS Secretary, he asked Burke to become 
his chief of staff.
B u r k e  recalls inheriting an agency that was “vir­
tually unmanageable” and working many 13 hour 
days and 80 hour weeks the first six months on the 
job. “The first thing we had to do was get good people 
in here,” he says. “Except for one or two positions, 
every division head and all the senior staff are new. 
We had a sophisticated computer system installed 
and now I see daily departmental reports every morn­
ing before I read the Washington Post. I know every­
. . Many Fine Memories . .
Burke and his wife, the former Sharon Lee Bucs, 
have five children and live in nearby Alexandria, 
Va. Although he doesn’t have a lot of spare time, 
Tom enjoys swimming and fishing. He also has 
many fine memories of La Salle. “I learned a lot 
at La Salle that has served me well,” he says. I got 
a good, solid education. I’m also a frustrated alum­
nus. I miss not being able to follow big-time basket­
ball with the Explorers. I’d like to see us return to 
the NCAA glory days.”
■
thing that is going on immediately. Morale is way up 
in this agency, but you could have scraped it off the 
floor when we came in here.”
Catastrophic illness is not the only issue confront­
ing the Department of Health and Human Services. 
The devastating implications of AIDS, of course, have 
been well-documented. “It’s an awesome situation of 
epic proportions that has never confronted mankind 
before,” says Burke. “It has the potential for wiping 
out a whole continent.”
T h e n  there’s what Burke calls “the Aging of Ameri­
ca,” where the number of people over the age of 85 
will quadruple in the next 25 years. “You’ll have 
almost nine million people over that age,” he ex­
plains, “and one million of them will be over 100- 
years-old. A person over 85 requires twice as much 
health care as a person who is 65. Who is going to pay 
for this? If we don’t start (planning) now, we will be 
faced with a serious problem.”
Since Catastrophic Health Care was first pro­
posed—with predictable opposition and controversy, 
Burke has been the subject of considerable media 
attention—not all of it favorable—in such publi­
cations as The N ew  York Times, Washington Post, and 
National Journal. He has been described as “harsh, 
brusque, insulting, even abusive.” He has been ac­
cused of having “barrel-chested belligerence.” Some 
of his subordinates have charged him with being “dif­
ficult, demanding, and opinionated.” He has also 
been praised for being “exactly what you need in a 
chief of staff” by Dr. Carolyne K. Davis, who headed 
the Health Care Financing Administration in the 
early years of the Reagan Administration. As her top 
aide, she told The N ew  York Times, Burke was 
“someone who can meet goals and deadlines without 
a great deal of frivolous conversation.”
Burke, a former U.S. Army captain who describes 
himself as a “bottom-line person,” claims that criti­
cism does not bother him. “I have no tolerance for 
nonsense and procrastination. Sometimes feathers 
have to be ruffled,” he said recently to a reporter. 
“You can’t make an omelet without breaking eggs. To 
be sure I have enemies. But I couldn’t do this job if 
I tried to make everybody my friend.”
About The N ew  York Times  article, he says: “They 
basically quoted five people, four of whom I would 
hardly call friends. Only one, Carolyne Davis, would 
I list as in my column. But yet the article still came 
out, overall, accurate and favorable. The acid test is 
basically what you have on the scoreboard when you 
leave. And I think when we leave this agency, this 
secretary will go down as the best secretary the de­
partment ever had. We will have things on the score- 
board. We will have catastrophic insurance on the 
board. We will have a lot of other initiatives up there. 
We will have left a legacy that I think will carry on 
beyond us. That’s the important thing, not whether or 
not they liked Tom Burke.”
And how would Tom Burke like to be remembered 
after he leaves Washington?
“As the guy who got the job done,” he says, “who 
got something up on the scoreboard.”
—RSL
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“The test of the student is not his ability to 
distinguish between words that are very 
similar,” said La Salle’s legendary late 
Biology Professor Emeritus Roland Hol- 
royd. “The test is whether he has the infor­
mation and can convey it to someone else.”
Thousands of La Salle students again en­
dured this ritual of “conveying informa­
tion” last May, an exercise that is captured 
on these pages by the photographs of 
Martha Ledger.
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Dr. Holroyd, whose distinguished career at 
La Salle spanned 50 years, used to say that 
there were two types of examinations—the 
subjective and the objectionable.  He, of 
course, always disdained the latter (mul­
tiple choice) type and gave subjective 
(essay) examinations.
A native of England, Dr. Holroyd used to 
describe how European educators “raised 
their eyebrows” at the American custom of 
having one person teach the course, write 
the examination, mark the papers, and de­
cide on grades. “This was like having a com­
pany treasurer keep the books, audit them, 




Developer Willard G. Rouse, III, displays La Salle gift from Gregory O. Bruce, associate dean of business 
programs, after delivering keynote address at dinner commemorating 10th anniversary of university’s 
M.B.A. Program.
MBA Program Celebrates Tenth Anniversary
For most people anniversaries mean 
a time for both celebration and reflec­
tion. They serve as an opportunity to 
consider the events of the past, evaluate 
the present, and look to the future.
At La Salle the 1986-87 year marked 
the 10th anniversary of the University’s 
Masters of Business Administration 
Program. This event was celebrated on 
campus with a dinner on March 26 in 
the Union Building Ballroom. De­
veloper Willard G. Rouse, III, delivered 
the keynote address and Dr. Joseph 
Kane, Ph.D., dean of the School of Busi­
ness Administration was honored for 
his service as the first director of the 
MBA Program.
According to Gregory O. Bruce, as­
sociate dean of business programs, and 
director of the MBA Program, “It was 
very significant to celebrate this event. 
The very fact that we call ourselves a 
university is directly linked to the fact 
that we decided to start an MBA pro­
gram. That was the flagship of the fleet 
of the other graduate programs that
came after it. What the MBA enabled 
us to do was to bring in more quality 
students and faculty that may never 
have come here.”
Since its inception in 1976, La Salle’s 
MBA Program has graduated over 1,400 
students, most of whom are working in 
the Delaware Valley and many of 
whom are in executive level positions.
The Program consists of a basic core 
and a management core in addition to 
nine specialization areas which in­
clude: Management, Accounting, Taxa­
tion, Marketing, Human Resources 
Management, Finance, Management In­
formation Systems, Management Sci­
ence, and Health Care Administration. 
These specializations provide the stu­
dent with a professional level of com­
petency in a chosen area and a more 
specific focus in contrast to the broader 
orientation of the core areas.
“What sets La Salle’s program apart 
from the others is the attention to indi­
vidual students,” explained Dr. Kane, 
Director of the MBA Program from 1976
to 1981. “Our faculty is very concerned 
with individual students, just as in the 
undergraduate school. Our major em­
phasis has always been on the quality 
of our program and good faculty. We 
work to continue to evolve and reflect 
the business climate with regard to new 
regulations, concepts, and issues, etc.”
La Salle’s MBA graduates represent 
over 500 different business organiza­
tions. Most of these alumni are very 
successful in terms of salary, the posi­
tions they hold, and their promotions.
“As far as I’m concerned, our gradu­
ates are second to none,” Bruce said. 
“We’ve been around ten years and I 
really feel that we are a very high quali­
ty program in this area. I think we’re 
looking to get that recognized formally 
through the AACSB (American Assem­
bly of College Schools of Business) ac­
creditation of the business school.
“I look to the future for our influence 
to be more and more, and our prestige 
to grow,” he continued. “With the quali­
ty of our teaching and the student ex­
perience here, once we gain accredita­
tion there will be very few schools that 
can compete with us.”
—Rosalie Lombardo
1,098 Earn Degrees at 
La Salle Commencement
A leading philanthropist and propo­
nent of cultural appreciation in the 
United States, an internationally- 
known church historian, and the presi­
dent of the William Penn Foundation 
were honored at La Salle University’s 
124th Commencement on Sunday (May 
17) at Philadelphia’s Civic Center-Con­
vention Hall.
Leonore Annenberg, the wife of the 
former ambassador to the Court of St. 
James who has devoted most of her life 
to the enhancement of the fine arts; 
Jaroslav Pelikan, Sterling Professor of 
History at Yale University, and Bernard 
C. Watson, the chief executive officer of 
the William Penn Foundation, all re­
ceived honorary doctor of humane let­
ters degrees.
Mrs. Annenberg was sponsored by 
William J. Henrich, Jr., Esq., a member 
of the university’s Board of Trustees. 
Dr. Pelikan’s sponsor was Leo D. Rud-
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Brother President Patrick Ellis presents honorary degrees to Leonore Annenberg, Jaroslav Pelikan,and 
Bernard C. Watson at 124th Commencement.
nytzky, Ph.D., professor of German and 
Slavic Languages at La Salle, while Dr. 
Watson was sponsored by Fred J. Foley, 
Jr., Ph.D., vice president for develop­
ment at La Salle.
La Salle University’s Brother Presi­
dent Patrick Ellis, F.S.C., Ph.D., con­
ferred bachelor’s degrees on 882 men 
and women including 210 Evening Divi­
sion students. Another 138 men and 
women received master’s degrees in 
business administration; 24 were 
awarded master’s degrees in religious 
education; 22 earned master’s degrees 
in pastoral counseling; 18 received mas­
ter’s degrees in bilingual/bicultural 
studies (Spanish); and 14 others re­
ceived master’s degrees in education.
Mrs. Annenberg was honored for es­
tablishing “an enviable record of ser­
vice in the enhancement of the quality 
of American life through the fine arts” 
and for her “energy, generosity, a con­
sistent critical sense, and a sound 
philosophy of the public good.”
She has been intimately involved in 
the operations of The Annenberg Fund, 
Inc., a private charitable foundation, 
and The Annenberg School of Com­
munications, which were founded by 
her husband, Walter H. Annenberg. 
She was appointed Chief of Protocol of 
the United States in 1981 and is chair­
man of Friends of Art and Preservation 
in Embassies, a private, non-profit, non­
partisan foundation established to as­
sist the U.S. Department of State in the 
exhibition and preservation of fine and 
decorative art and furniture in U.S. Em­
bassies, chanceries, and ambassadorial 
residences.
Mrs. Annenberg’s Board member­
ships include The Metropolitan Mu­
seum of Art and The Philadelphia Or­
chestra Association, The Philadelphia
Museum of Art, and The Academy of 
Music of Philadelphia. She is advisory 
director of the Metropolitan Opera As­
sociation and past president and honor­
ary trustee of The Palm Springs Desert 
Museum.
Dr. Pelikan, who has written a 
number of internationally-acclaimed 
scholarly works on all areas of Chris­
tianity, was described as “a charismatic 
lecturer, an inspiring teacher, and truly 
a modern day Renaissance Man” while 
being presented for his honorary 
degree.
“Our class of 1987 applauds your 
depth of scholarship, your vast histori­
cal perspective, and your animation by 
faith of your landmark works,” said La 
Salle’s Brother President Ellis during 
the presentation.
The author of the 1985 best-seller, 
Jesus through the Centuries, Pelikan 
has served as President Reagan’s cul­
tural ambassador to various inter­
national conferences. He is the former 
president of American Society of 
Church History and International Con­
gress of Luther Research and the 
former vice president of American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Among 
other activities, he is fellow and coun­
cilor of The Medieval Academy of 
America and councilor of The Ameri­
can Philosophical Society.
Dr. Watson was honored for his 
“acute perception of the university as 
a corporate citizen while maintaining 
an understanding of the role of the lib­
eral arts.” He was also cited for his 
leadership of the William Penn Foun­
dation where he has charted a course 
which has gained “national recognition 
for its commitment to the private, non­
profit sector, particularly those social 
service, cultural, and educational in­
stitutions which are vital contributors to 
the quality of life in the Delaware Val­
ley.”
Dr. Watson has been a teacher, coun­
selor, and principal in the public 
schools' of Indiana, deputy super­
intendent of the School District of 
Philadelphia, and a professor and 
academic vice president at Temple Uni­
versity. He is the author of the book, In 
Spite of the System, as well as a number 
of monographs and articles.
A trustee or a board member of many 
organizations including the Public 
Interest Law Center of Philadelphia, 
Dr. Watson is senior vice chairman of 
the Board of the National Urban League 
and a member of the executive commit­
tee of the Board of the National Urban 
Coalition. He has served on a number 
of national educational advisory coun­
cils at the request of Presidents Johnson 
and Carter.
La Salle’s annual U.S. Army Reserve 
Officers Training Corps (ROTC) com­
missioning ceremonies for 15 new of­
ficers was held on May 16 on the cam­
pus at 20th st. and Olney ave.
The university’s annual Baccalau­
reate Mass was held on the same day 
at the Cathedral Basilica of SS Peter 
and Paul, 18th St. and Benjamin Frank­
lin Parkway.
“Four Quarters” is 
Reborn at La Salle
“Little magazines” come and go. 
Mostly they go. Slim on advertising and 
short on subscribers, they publish an 
issue or two and go under.
It took 35 years, but Four Quarters, a 
little magazine published since 1951 by 
the faculty of La Salle University, al­
most followed the inevitable pattern, 
only to come back in a whole new for­
mat this year. The resurrected maga­
zine featured an imposing array of 
name writers that included Alan Paton, 
James Merrill, and Joyce Carol Oates.
“I think we had reached the limits of 
our previous format,” says English 
professor John Keenan, now beginning 
a second stint as editor. “I regret that 
we can’t uncover new writers the way 
we sometimes did in the past, but we 
just don’t have the resources to dig 
through 1,800 unsolicited manuscripts a 
year in the hope (sometimes mistaken) 
of finding a half-a-dozen good stories. 
The time has come to be more selective 
and assertive in going after the quality 
we want.”
Keenan and his associate editor, his­
tory professor John P. Rossi, are doing 
just that. The publication schedule has 
been dropped from quarterly to bi-an- 
nually, but the number of pages has 
more than doubled. The funds gained 
from this maneuver have been plowed
20 (continued on page 22)
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Attorney Thomas Gilhool, who has 
been appointed Education Secretary of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by 
Governor Robert P. Casey, has served 
as an adjunct professor in La Salle’s 
MBA Program. . . . Longtime La Salle 
professors Dr. Joseph Flubacher (eco­
nomics), Charles Kelly (English), and 
Dr. John Penny (biology) have been 
named to Professor Emeritus rank in 
recognition of the length and distinction 
of their teaching service to generations 
of La Salle students and their scholarly 
participation in the total life of the uni­
versity.
Calling it “a small jewel box of an art 
collection,” Edward J. Sozanski, Phila­
delphia Inquirer  Art Critic, recently 
had this to say about La Salle’s Art Mu­
seum: “The collection is an unexpected 
delight; one wishes that the University 
of Pennsylvania would devote such at­
tention to its art holdings and present 
them with comparable taste and in­
telligence.”
Brother President Patrick Ellis, 
F.S.C., Ph.D., is one of 11 prominent 
citizens recently named to the Police 
Advisory Board by Philadelphia Police 
Commissioner Kevin Tucker. This com­
mittee will consider and adapt the best 
of the 96 recommendations made by the 
blue ribbon task force that studied the 
Philadelphia Police Department for 11 
months.
La Salle University won a national 
award for distinguished achievement in 
its total development effort in competi­
tion sponsored by the Council for Ad­
vancement and Support of Education 
(CASE) and United States Steel. La 
Salle's fund-raising effort, one of 35 
programs to win an award as part of the 
Mobilizing Support (AIMS) Program, is
Campus speakers this spring included noted linguist and political writer Noam Chomsky (left) who 
discussed U.S. foreign policy on Mar. 24, and former CBS-TV legal correspondent Fred Graham (shown 
with Professor Philip McGovern at right), who talked about the Supreme Court on April 9.
directed by Dr. Fred J. Foley, Jr., the
university’s vice president for develop­
ment.
Teresa DeVincent, a two-time All 
America lacrosse star at Ursinus Col­
lege, has been appointed head field 
hockey coach of the Explorers. Her dad, 
Henry G. DeVincent, M.D., ’56, is a 
member of the university’s Alumni Hall 
of Athletes and Board of Trustees. . . . 
The contract of head basketball coach 
Bill “Speedy” Morris has been ex­
tended by two years, through the 
1989-90 season. His first Explorer team 
finished with a 20-13 record and went 
to the finals of the NIT.
John Kovatch, a freshman, set a La 
Salle outdoor high jump record of 
6-11¾  to become the first Explorer to 
win an individual IC4A track cham­
pionship since 1965 when John Uelses 
took the IC4A outdoor pole vault title. 
. . . John Madden, the outstanding diver 
at the Metro Atlantic Athletic Con­
ference Championships the past two 
years, was the only Explorer to qualify 
for the NCAA Championships. His 18th 
place finish at the University of Texas, 
in Austin, was the best-ever per­
formance by a La Salle diver in national 
championship competition. . . . Soccer 
captain Bob Brill, a psychology/man- 
agement dual-major, and field hockey 
captain Donna Vittorelli, a biology 
major, were honored as La Salle’s out­
standing senior scholar-athletes. . . . 
Senior Joe Slane who set a La Salle rec­
ord for pitching wins (11-1) in a season, 
was named to the All-East baseball 
team.
Veteran baseball coach Gene McDonnell, '55, won the 400th game of his career at La Salle when 
his Explorers beat C.W. Post, 6-5, on April 23. His 29-year won-lost record is now 405-332.
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English Professor John J. Keenan, '52, who is beginning his second stint as editor of Four Quarters, 
chats with history professor Dr. John P. Rossi,'58 (right), who is serving as associate editor of the 
publication.
into paying better rates to contributors.
“We’re now competitive with some 
pretty fair magazines, like The Ameri­
can Scholar and The Sewanee Review, ” 
Keenan says. “We can go after pub­
lished authors of some reputation 
without feeling like beggars.”
Volume I, Number I of the new series 
features South Africa’s greatest author 
(Alan Paton), a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
poet (James Merrill), and one of Ameri­
ca’s finest and most versatile writers 
(Joyce Carol Oates). The three stories 
included are all by prize-winning 
authors who have been widely pub­
lished (Claude Koch, T. Alan Brough­
ton, and William Van Wert). The maga­
zine also features contributions from 
retired Senator J.W. Fulbright and con­
troversial historian John Lukacs.
“There is a lot of writing talent on the 
La Salle campus too,” associate editor 
Rossi points out. “The first issue strikes 
a nice balance between local contrib­
utors and nationally-known names.” 
“Our next Job is to build the subscrip­
tion list up and then go after ad­
vertisers,” adds Keenan. “But the im­
portant thing is that Four Quarters is 
alive again and getting stronger every 
day. When writers see this first issue, 
they’ll be proud to be published here.” 
Subscriptions to the magazine can be 
obtained by sending a check ($13 for 
two years; $8 for one year) with your 
name and address to Four Quarters, La 
Salle University, Philadelphia, PA 
19141.
Former La Salle Dean, 
Paul Doran, is Dead
Paul R. Doran, Ph.D., former Dean of 
Arts and Sciences at La Salle University 
where he served as an English pro­
fessor for 38 years, passed away on May 
7 at Abington Hospital. He was 67.
Dr. Doran, an expert on Restoration 
and Eighteenth Century Literature, par­
ticularly the works of Jonathan Swift, 
was an associate professor of English on 
the La Salle University faculty at the 
time of his death. He became ill about 
halfway through the spring semester 
and was forced to relinquish his teach­
ing duties.
Dr. Doran, who joined the La Salle 
faculty in 1949, served as chairman of 
the English Department at the univer­
sity from 1950 to 1952 and dean of the 
School of Arts and Sciences from 1956 
to 1969. A former member of the Chris­
tian Brothers, the teaching order that 
conducts La Salle, he was known as 
Brother Gerard Roberts, F.S.C., when 
he served as dean and during his 
earlier years at the university.
Dr. James Butler, current chairman of 
La Salle's English Department, re­
membered Dr. Doran as a brilliant 
scholar, completely dedicated to his 
profession. He recalled a statement that 
Dr. Doran had written for the univer­
sity’s Guide for English Majors:
“Long Ago,” wrote Dr. Doran, “I 
made a deliberate choice of a teaching 
career. I glory in the profession and feel 
that I have had a salutary and signifi­
cant impact on the lives of thousands of 
young men and women. I cannot imag­
ine myself doing anything else that is so 
satisfying.”
Previously he had taught at La Salle 
College High School (1940-42 and 
1945-49) and West Philadelphia Cath­
olic High School for Boys (1943-45).
A native of Wilkinsburg, Pa., Dr. 
Doran earned a bachelor’s degree in 
English, magna cum laude, from The 
Catholic University, in Washington,
D. C., and master’s and doctorate de­
grees in English from the University of 
Pennsylvania.
He is survived by his wife, Catherine
E. (Gorman); a sister, Rosemary D. 
Burger, of Pittsburgh, and two nieces.
A mass of Christian Burial was sung 
at 11:00 A.M. on May 11 at Holy Angels 
Church, 70th Ave. and Old York Road, 




La Salle University was awarded a 
$219,240 Differential Technology grant 
from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education to purchase instructional 
equipment for undergraduate educa­
tional programs for 1986-87.
Brother Patrick Ellis, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
president of La Salle, said that the grant 
was used to purchase computer and 
technological equipment for the univer­
sity’s undergraduate Schools of Arts 
and Sciences and Business Adminis­
tration.
La Salle ’s president expressed his ap­
preciation to the State Representatives 
and Senators for their support of the 
legislation which created a $20.3 million 
program within the Pennsylvania De­
partment of Education to provide tech­
nology grants to many institutions of 
higher education in Pennsylvania.
“This grant enabled La Salle to 
purchase much needed instructional 
equipment to continue to improve our 
capacity to offer and enhance quality 
undergraduate programs,” Brother Ellis 
added.
AIDS Research Pioneer 
Gives Holroyd Lecture
Robert C. Gallo, M.D., a pioneer in 
the research of causes of leukemia 
and AIDS presented a discussion on 
“Apocalyptic Acronyms: HTLV-III and 
AIDS” at the university’s eighth annual 
Holroyd Lecture, on April 24 in the 
Union Ballroom on campus.
Dr. Gallo is chief of the Laboratory of 
Tumor Cell Biology at the National 
Cancer Institute of the National In­
stitute of Health. His pioneering re­
search enabled him to establish the ex­
istence of the first two human retro­
viruses, HTLV-I & II, which cause leu­
kemias. In 1984, his research team 
identified HTLV-III, the third human
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Brother President Emeritus Daniel Bernian, F.S.C., Ph.D., who has retired as professor of French and 
Spanish, was honored at a dinner sponsored by the university’s Foreign Languages and Literatures 
Department on May 5.
retrovirus, as the causative agent of 
AIDS.
Immediately, prior to Dr. Gallo’s 
lecture, the Holroyd Award for dis­
tinguished service to health professions 
was given to Dr. Henry G. (Hank) De- 
Vincent, '56, a prominent orthopedic 
surgeon and senior attending surgeon at 
Holy Redeemer Hospital, Meadow- 
brook, Pa. Dr. DeVincent is a member 
of the university’s Board of Trustees.
The Holroyd Lecture is held annually 
in honor of the late Dr. Roland Holroyd, 
professor emeritus and founder of the 
Biology Department at La Salle where 
he taught for 53 years. It is co-sponsored 
by the university’s School of Fine Arts 
and Sciences and Alumni Medical As­
sociation.
Previous Holroyd Lectures at La Salle 
have included C. Everett Koop, surgeon 
general of the United States; Thomas E. 
Starzl, chief of surgery at the University 
of Pittsburgh Medical School and a 
well-known pioneer in liver trans­
plantation, Michael E. DeBakey, chan­
cellor of Baylor College of Medicine 
who is noted for treatment of cardiovas­
cular diseases, and Edward J. Stemm­
ier, ’50, dean of the School of Medicine, 
University of Pennsylvania.
Urban Studies Center 
Honors Civic Leaders
In a city of neighborhoods, it is the 
community leaders who are seen as the 
bedrock of neighborhood conservation 
and revitalization. And it is these im­
portant people who often go unrec­
ognized.
La Salle’s Urban Studies and Com­
munity Services Center recognized 
seven neighborhood leaders at its 14th 
annual Community Service Awards 
Dinner on May 21 in the Union Ball­
room, on campus. KYW-TV newcaster 
Jack Jones, ’69, was the featured 
speaker.
All proceeds from the dinner benefit 
the Urban Center’s neighborhood adult 
literacy classes and the English for 
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
Adult Learning Project. The program 
reaches over 250 adults each year in the 
Germantown, Logan, Olney and West 
Oak Lane area.
The awardees, hailing from the com­
munities surrounding La Salle Univer­
sity, are all civic leaders who have 
made a commitment to work for a better 
community in which to live.
This year’s recipients were Jalaine 
Chisholm of the Northwest Victim’s 
Service; Mary Austin, of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom; George Lankford, vice presi­
dent of the Wistar Neighborhood Coun­
cil; Bertram Strieb, assistant professor 
of physics at La Salle; Rev. Robert G. 
Coombe, pastor of the Lindly United 
Methodist Church; Joseph Richardson, 
a student at the Delaware Valley High 
School; and Rev. Dr. C.L. Pryor, pastor 
of the Corinthian Baptist Church.
Founded in 1968, the Urban Center’s 
overall purpose is to assist in the physi­
cal, social, cultural and economic im­
provement of nearby neighborhoods 
through a wide variety of education, re­
search, and technical assistance pro­
grams. The Center also aims to improve 
interracial understanding and cooper­
ation between La Salle and its neigh­
bors.
Explorers Win Fourth 
Commissioner’s Cup
For the fourth consecutive year since 
joining the Metro Atlantic Athletic Con­
ference in 1983-84, La Salle’s men’s and 
women’s varsities have won the Com­
missioner’s Cup for overall supremacy 
in conference championship competi­
tion.
The outstanding performances of 
three spring teams clinched the over-all 
title for the Explorers. The softball 
team won its first MAAC championship 
by rallying for four runs in their last at
bat to defeat Army, and actually pro­
vide what proved to be the winning 
point differential over the Cadets (IV2 
points). The golf team finished in a 
best-ever second place at the MAAC 
Tournament, and the baseball team 
clinched second place in the standings 
by defeating the conference champion 
in two of three games at Fordham.
‘‘This has been another outstanding 
year for La Sadie’s student-athletes,” 
said Athletic Director Bob Mullen. 
‘‘Our spring teams knew they would 
have to perform at their best if we were 
to win the Cup again, and they certainly 
have. And although only 13 of our 22 
varsities compete in MAAC champion­
ships, this award is earned and shared 
by all of our athletes.”
Three Explorer teams won MAAC ti­
tles, softball, men’s swimming and 
women’s basketball (regular season). In 
addition, four others took seconds in 
conference championship competition, 
baseball, golf, women’s swimming and 
men’s basketball (regular season).
The 23 points earned by the spring 
varsities gave La Salle a total of 84V2 
points, 1½  points ahead of Army. Both 
the men’s and women’s varsities fin­
ished second in their competitions, the 
men just 1/2 point behind army (47- 
46½ ), the women one point in back of 
Holy Cross (39-38).
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ALUMNI NEWS
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
' 50_______________________________
Edward J. Stemmier, M.D., has been named 
executive vice president of the newly or­
ganized University of Pennsylvania Medical 
Center.
'5 1_______________________________
Herbert F. Patrick has retired from the fed­
eral government after 31 years of service. He 
is currently a sales representative with Wil- 
liamstown (N.J.) Chrysler/Plymouth.
' 53_______________________________
Rev. Charles Day is the pastor of St. John's 
Church in North Charleston, S.C. He also 
serves as chairman of the Diocesan Person­
nel Board and is a Pro-Synodal judge on the 
Diocesan Tribunal.
Carabello
the rank of Colonel in the United States 
Army Reserve. Henry J. Doehne is cel­
ebrating his 25th year with the Defense In­
dustrial Supply Center, Philadelphia, where 
he is currently an inventory management 
section supervisor. Dr. William A. Pearman 
has been named vice president for academic 
affairs at Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, 
Conn.
Guaraldo McNamara
marketing and management for Hankin 
Management Company, Elkins Park, Pa. C. 
George McNamara was named chairman of 
the engineering advisory committee for the 
Community College of Philadelphia. 
BIRTH: to Barry F. Bennett and his wife 
Cindy, a son, Peter Philip.
'55________________________
Michael F. Avallone, D.O., was elected 
president of the Pennsylvania Osteopathic 
Medical Association (POMA). Joseph L. 
Darr, M.D., is director of the Darr Eye 
Clinic/Ambulatory Surgical Center in Indio, 
Calif. He has been elected chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Hospital, also in Indio. Thomas J. 
Kardish, M.D., was elected to a two-year 
term as president of the medical staff of 
Holy Redeemer Hospital, Meadowbrook, Pa.
'57 _______________________
Col. Richard S. Kozieja, U.S. Army Reserve, 
recently finished tour on active duty as ad­
visor to Emergency Management.
'58 ________________________
Robert H. Fitzsimmons, a member of the fac­
ulty at Northeast Catholic High School, was 
named the Distinguished Catholic Educator 
in the Philadelphia Archdiocese.
'6 l ______________________
Gerald Lawrence was appointed honorary 
Kentucky Colonel by Gov. Martha Lane Col­
lins. His biography was included in the 
1986-87 Who’s Who in America. Robert 
Rinehart, Ph.D., is chairman of the Scan­
dinavian Advanced Area Studies Program at 
the Foreign Service Institute, in Washington, 
D.C.
’62 ___________________ _
John F. Carabello, D.M.D., was promoted to
’64
Wallace L. Cannon was appointed executive 
vice president of St. Agnes Medical Center, 
Philadelphia. Michael D. Miles was named 
manager of material warehousing and traffic 
for the new sales promotion unit of The 
House of Seagram, New York City. Rev. Em­
mett J. Gavin, O. Carm., was ordained a 
priest. He received his master’s degree in 
theology from the Washington Theological 
Union and is now associate pastor at St. John 
of the Cross Church, Mississauga, Ontario.
’67
James J. Beeson is a Dean Witter broker in 
Ft. Myers, Fla. Barry F. Bennett serves as the 
director of Exeter Senior High School’s 
gifted program. Rev. Robert J. Fritz was a 
speaker in the Lenten lunches program at 
the First United Methodist Church, Mays 
Landing, N.J. Alfred M. Guaraldo was 
named director of sales for the Georgia-Pa­
cific Corporation, Commercial Products and 
Systems Division, Darien, Conn. Patrick F. 
Heron has been appointed vice president of
'68_________________________
Brother Joseph F. Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D., has
been appointed executive assistant to the 
president of the University of Hartford for 
1987-88. Anthony R. Giorgio, M.D., was 
elected vice president of the Underwood- 
Memorial Hospital Medical/Dental Staff, 
Woodbury, N.J. Col. Daniel F. Perugini, D.O., 
has returned from a six month tour as a U.S. 
Army Hospital commander in Honduras. 
Mark G. McElwee received the Methacton 
School District’s “M” award for service to 
the district’s swim team. Robert Yacobellis 
was promoted to manager, regional casualty 
claims, at Colonial Penn Insurance Com­
pany, Philadelphia.
BIRTHS: to Mark G. McElwee and his wife, 
a daughter, Cassandra Elizabeth; to Robert 
Yacobellis and his wife Barbara, their third 
child, Lisa Marie.
'69_________________________
Paul J. Nicoletti has been promoted to Major, 
judge advocate general corps, U.S. Army 
Reserve. He is a partner in the law firm 
Schneider, Sullivan and Nicoletti, West 
Palm Beach, Fla.
BIRTH: to Paul J. Nicoletti and his wife, 
Paula, a son, Andrew Michael.
'7 0 ________________________________
Robert Battenfelder is vice president and 
senior credit officer at Citicorp, New York. 
James M. Carroll is now representing man­
agement in labor arbitration matters in his 
recently expanded management consulting 
practice, based in St. Louis, Mo. Charles F. 
Cleary has been named vice president of
GavinMiles
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Vincent Lynch received his doctorate in 
social work from Boston College. He has 
been appointed director of continuing 
education at the Boston College Graduate 
School of Social Work. David L. McKenzie 
is the director of Community Service Corps 
at the Department of Youth Activities, 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. James Rowley 
was named vice president of corporate and 
non-profit development for Lincoln Invest­
ment Plumbing, Inc. Joseph H. Schenk, M.D., 
has been promoted to Captain in the U.S. 
Navy. Gregory J. West was elected secretary 
of the Philadelphia chapter of the Society of 
Industrial and Office Realtors. Edward J. 
White is a customer service attendant at 
Acme Supermarkets, Philadelphia. 
MARRIAGE: Edward G. Titterton, III to 
Susan Hershey, 79.
'73_________________________
BIRTH: to John E. Tomaszewski and his wife 
Jane, 75, their fourth child, Rebecca Jane.
74 ________________________
Stephen Malpezzi received a doctorate in 
economics at George Washington University. 
He is an economist for the World Bank.
La Salle’s Beta Alpha Accounting Honors So­
ciety and Accounting Association held its 21st 
annual awards dinner on April 21 and honored 
six members of the alumni with the Michael A. 
DeAngelis Award for outstanding achievement in 
the accounting profession. Here Dr. Joseph
Lawrence A. Celli was promoted to the rank 
of Major in the U.S. Marine Corps while 
serving with the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing, 
Willow Grove, Pa. Duane Fletcher has been 
listed in the most recent edition of Who’s 
Who in the Theatre, as well as the up-coming 
edition of Contemporary Theatre, Film and 
Television. He is the associate artistic direc­
tor of The Main Street Theatre, New York. 
Dominic D. Salvatori, Esq., has joined the 
law firm of Weinrich, Miller and Salvatore, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Ellen D. Walsh is the regional 
finance manager for Merrill Lynch's Busi­
ness Financial Services, serving upstate New 
York and New England. John W. Waring re­
ceived a master of business administration 
degree from The Darden School at the Uni­
versity of Virginia.
BIRTHS: to Mary Ellen Ivers Levine and her
husband, Gary, a second son, Gabriel; to 
Dominic D. Salvatori and his wife, Marian, 
their first child, Richard Dominic; to Jane M. 
Borschel Tomaszewski and her husband, 
John, 73, their fourth child, Rebecca Jane.
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William T. Gallagher, Jr., has been named 
head coach of Holy Ghost Prep’s soccer 
team, Bensalem, Pa. James R. Guntle, Jr., is 
vice president of Sherwood Capital, Inc., 
Falls Church, Va. J. Mark McLoone was ap­
pointed associate administrator at the Alfred 
I. duPont Institute, Wilmington, Del. Shahab 
S. Minassian, M.D., was appointed assistant 
professor in the department of obstetrics and 
gynecology at the Medical College of Penn­
sylvania, in Philadelphia. Robert W. Morris 
was promoted to inspector, Philadelphia 
Police, and appointed commanding officer,
Eileen M. Bonner, M.D., has opened a prac­
tice of internal medicine and family medi­
cine in Spring House, Pa. Charles F. Cerveny 
is the group leader-instrumentation at John- 
son-Matthey, Inc., in West Deptford, N.J. 
Maria Chindamo Bradley was appointed 
chairman of the Chestnut Hill Community 
Association Education Committee. Joseph V. 
DiCecco, Ph.D., is a human factors engineer 
specializing in software psychology at IBM, 
in Rochester, Minn. Thomas P. Hanna, Esq., 
is practicing civil and criminal litigation with 
the law firm of Krusen, Evans & Byrne, 
Philadelphia.
Kane, '56 (third from left), dean of the school of 
business administration, presents awards to 
(from left): Carl Graf, '77; Honorable Judge 
Joseph T. Doyle, '53; William R. Sautter, III, '71; 
Elmer F. (Bud) Hansen, Jr., ’58; and Kevin W. 
McAleer, '72.
Cleary
sales for the northeast sales area of U.S. 
Transmission Systems, Inc., a unit of ITT 
Corp. Michael M. Etzl, Jr., M.D., is the pedi­
atric hematologist/oncologist at Phoenix 
Children's Hospital, Arizona. Walter F. 
Karwacki recently published his second 
book, The Magic of Hitting.
MARRIAGE: John Maloney to Margaret 
Roth.
BIRTH: to Daniel J. Devlin and his wife, 
Linda, a daughter, Kathryn Anne.
71
Danielski
Brother Francis B. Danielski, F.S.C., was ap­
pointed principal of West Catholic High 
School for Boys, Philadelphia. James M. 
Diamond is the commander of the 187th As­
sault Helicopter Company in the 6th Infantry 
Division, Fort Washington, Alaska. Dennis 
Green has been named assistant vice presi­




special operations. Gary Oberlander, M.D., 
has been named assistant professor of 
internal medicine at University of Virginia 
School of Medicine. He is chief of geriatrics 
and extended care, Veteran’s Adminis­
tration Medical Center, Roanoke, Va. 
Marianne McGettigan Walker was promoted 
to director of the American Law Institute’s 
Restatement Citations Department.
BIRTHS: to Susan Coia Gailey and her hus­
band, Ron, their second child, a son, Brian 
Ronald; to James R. Guntle, Jr., and his wife, 
Pat, a son, James R., III.
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MARRIAGE: Joseph V. DiCecco to Sara Jo 
Reek.
BIRTH: to Charles Cerveny and his wife, 
their second child, Jessica.
’78
Craig J. Diamond is a research associate at 
McNeil Pharmaceutical in the chemical re­
search department. James Noone has been 
appointed store manager for the Nicholas 
Appliance Division, Doylestown, Pa. 
BIRTHS: to Amy Gilson Lance and her hus­
band, a daughter, Danielle Maria: Joseph A. 
Mihalich and his wife, Mary King Mihalich, 
'80, a son, Joseph Clement.
rate operations at Micro-Corn Network Ser­
vices, Inc., Wayne, Pa.
MARRIAGE: Mary Ann Dean to John M. 
Buonomo, 80.
BIRTHS: to Mark S. Lahoda and his wife, 
Constance Petroni Lahoda, '80, their first 
daughter, Kristen Michele; to Mary King 
Mihalich and her husband, Joseph A., '78, a 
son, Joseph Clement; to Rosemary Robinson 
Pall, Esq., and her husband, Leo, their sec­
ond child, Daniel Joseph; to Maureen 
Keenan Sands and her husband, Robert, 




Rev. Joseph J. Kelley was ordained to the 
priesthood in the Archdiocese of Philadel­
phia and has been assigned as an assistant 
pastor at the Sacred Heart of Jesus Church. 
Army Capt. Julie Trego Manta has been dec­
orated with the Defense Meritorius Service 
Medal in South Korea for incontestably ex­
ceptional non-combat achievement and ser­
vice. Lee S. Wesler, M.D., is a diplomate of 
the American Board of Internal Medicine. 
MARRIAGE: Susan Hershey to Edward G. 
Titterton, III, ’72.
BIRTH: to Patricia Russo D’Annunzio and
her husband, John, their first child, Christina 
Diane.
’80
Perry A. Cherubini was ordained to the 
priesthood in the Diocese of Camden, N.J. 
David Katz received a medical degree from 
Hahnemann University School of Medicine. 
He will do his residency in general surgery 
at Boston University. James C. Noonan, Jr., 
has been named general manager for corpo­
Eugene A. Eline, D.O., is chief of emergency 
medical services at Fort Eustis Army Com­
munity Hospital, Newport News, Va. Mary 
Jo Wysock Eline, D.O., is chief of the Troop 
Medical Clinic at the same hospital. Brother 
Brian Henderson, F.S.C., made his pro­
fession of Final Vows at West Philadelphia 
Catholic High School for Boys where he is 
a faculty member. Eileen Matthews- 
Sitkarski won an Iris Award from the Na­
tional Association of Television Program Ex­
ecutives for the children’s program “KID- 
SIDE,” aired on WCAU-TV, Philadelphia. 
Reverend Vincent Morahito was ordained to 
the priesthood in the Archdiocese of Phila­
delphia and is an assistant pastor at St. 
Cecilia’s Church. Steven B. Snyder is a com­
puter instructor in word processing, Lotus, 
Symphony and PC literacy at PC Concepts, 
Inc.
BIRTH: to Anne Simmons Lacey and her
husband, Matthew, a daughter, Anna Devin.
’82
Michael A. Basile is a commercial officer at 
First Pennsylvania Bank, Philadelphia. 
David A. Berry has completed the paramedic 
level II certification with the Philadelphia 
Fire Department. Elliot J. Bilofsky received 
the doctor of osteopathy degree from the 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medi­
cine. Michael J. Driscoll recently graduated 
from the Fels Center of Government, Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania. He is the founder of 
National Recycling, Inc. Anthony Fanticola 
is the producer for the video display board,
Phanavision, for the Philadelphia Phillies. 
Mark S. Farber is a medical appointment 
coordinator with PATH, Inc. Sean P. 
Harbison, M.D., is in residency in general 
surgery at Graduate Hospital, Philadelphia 
after graduating from Temple University 
Medical School last year. Joanne Swift, 
M.D., is a resident in obstetrics and 
gynecology at the Medical Center of Dela­
ware. Daniel J. Vile, D.O., is serving a resi­
dency in internal medicine at Delaware Val­
ley Medical Center, Langhorne, Pa. 
MARRIAGES: Sean P. Harbison, M.D., to 
Suzanne Horton; Joanne Swift, M.D., to 
Mark J. Hummel, M.D.
' 83______________________________
Theresa M. Fonash, Joan A. Lit and Karen 
M. Spielberger have received their medical 
degrees from The Medical College of Penn­
sylvania. Scott Sadel received his medical 
degree from Temple University School of 
Medicine. He is serving a one year in­
ternship in surgery at Temple University 
Hospital. Scott Shoemaker received his 
medical degree from Temple University 
School of Medicine. He has been appointed 
to a one year internship in internal medicine 
at Lankenau Hospital, Philadelphia. Mark 
Trachtman received his medical degree 
from Temple University School of Medicine. 
He is interning in internal medicine at 
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, Phila­
delphia.
MARRIAGE: Michael A. McCann to Susan 
Myrtetus, '84.
BIRTH: to Joseph Pasquale and his wife, 
Ellen Chester Pasquale, '83, a daughter, 
Angela Denise.
' 84______________________________
MARRIAGES: Susan Myrtetus to Michael A. 
McCann, '83; Stephen G. Titterton to 
Catherine Cortese, '83.
'8 5______________________________
Richard Duszak, Jr., was elected president of 
the student assembly of The Pennsylvania 
University College of Medicine, Hershey, 
Pa. Maureen McGonigal has been appointed 
territory account manager at Harris/3M Cor­
poration, Facsimile Communication Divi­
sion, in Mount Laurel, N.J. Margery A. 
Seltzer, R.N., M.S.N., C.C.R.N., is listed in 
the 1987 edition of Who’s Who in American 
Nursing.
'8 6______________________________
John Ferraro is a customer service represen­
tative for AT&T, Parsippany, N.J. He is also 
a freelance sportswriter for The Star Ga­
zette, in Hackettstown, N.J., and Warren 
County Magazine, Succasanna, N.J. Mark 
Harasymowych was promoted to assistant 
research director at WMMR-FM Radio, 
Philadelphia. Anita M. Mastroieni has been 
appointed public relation associate at the 
Philadelphia Colleges of the Arts. She is a 










Joseph T. Mack retired from SEPTA as gen­
eral manager and chief operations officer.
'49________________________
Joseph G. Markmann was elected to the 
Cheltenham Federal Savings and Loan As­
sociation’s Board of Directors. William A. 
Rothwell, Jr., retired from Kellogg Sales Co. 
after 33 years of service.
'51________________________
Anthony J. D’Orazio was elected president 
of Newcomb Medical Center Men’s Associa­
tion, Vineland, N.J. He was also elected 
faithful navigator of the Bishop John Carroll 
Assembly Knights of Columbus and received 
the “Knight of the Year” award from 
Vineland Council #2531. Friends and as­
sociates of James J. (Jim) Phelan held a testi­
monial dinner on April 5 for the long-time 
athletic director and basketball coach of 
Mount Saint Mary’s College, Emmitsburg, 
Md., at the Llanerch Country Club.
' 5 7_______________________________
William T. Lee became a chartered financial 
consultant. He is now general manager for 
the New York Life Insurance Company, in 
Pittsburgh.
'58________________________
Joseph A. Kenney retired as a polygraph 
examiner for the Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation (FBI) and established a private 
practice in the conduct of specific polygraph 
examinations, in Charlotte, N.C.
’60
Thomas A. Gannon has been elected 
treasurer of Reading (Pa.) Eagle Company. 
Joseph M. McGrail is a senior evaluator with 
the U.S. General Accounting Office. He was
recently assigned to the U.S. Senate Commit­
tee on Appropriations. Edward J. Shields, Jr., 
was elected to the Board of Directors of 
McKinney, Inc., the parent firm of McKin­
ney Advertising/Philadelphia.
'6 1______________________________
Thomas E. Peters has joined the sales force 
at Whiting-Paterson Co., in Philadelphia.
'62_________________________
Russell T. DiBella was elected president of 
the Federal Criminal Investigators Associa­
tion, Philadelphia-South Jersey Chapter. He 
has retired as a special agent with the I.R.S. 
and has accepted a position with the Office 
of the Attorney General of New Jersey. 
George D. Friedrich was promoted to na­
tional sales and marketing manager for 
Nensco, Boston. James Holmes is the assis­
tant school business administrator for the 
Hillsborough Township Board of Education, 
in Belle Mead, N.J. Peter J. Keenan has been 
promoted to senior vice president finance 
and administration at Lewis, Gilman and 
Kynett, in Philadelphia. John P. Lavin has 
been named controller of the Atlantic Refin­
ing Company, King of Prussia, Pa.
'63________________________
Daniel G. Gill, Jr., is president of Omni Pro­
ductions in Enciitas, Calif. Michael G. 
Mullen has accepted the position of vice 
president employee relations with ARCO 
Petroleum Products Company, in Los An­
geles.
'65______________________________
Edward J. Smith was promoted to manager, 
electrical installation engineering at the 
RCA Electronics Systems Department, 
Moorestown, N.J.
' 66______________________________
Robert L. Antonelli manages the Tactical De­
partment Program, developing tactics for all 
ships, submarines, and aircraft for the De­
partment of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 
Thomas P. McGonigle is vice president of 





How about some La Salle Sports 
Trivia? Really trivial trivia.
Like: *Who was the captain of 
La Salle’s first winning men's ten­
nis team?*
Or: *What’s the school record 
for softball victories in one sea­
son?*
Or: *Who was the men’s soccer 
team coach in 1976? . . .  It wasn't 
Bill Wilkinson.*
These, and all of your questions 
about La Salle's athletic history, 
will be found in the 125th an­
niversary souvenir magazine be­
ing published by the Sports Infor­
mation Office.
This one-time only publication 
will include: a listing of all Ex­
plorer letter-winners in every 
varsity sport: all-time records for 
every sport; a complete listing of 
the University’s Hall of Athletes 
members; and, of course, mem­
ories.
You can purchase this publi­
cation at all La Salle sports 
events, both in Hayman Hall and 
at The Palestra, throughout the 
1987-88 school year. And you can 
be a part of this special project. 
Advertising space is available in 
the book (full-page, ½ page, ¼ -  
page and business card), with 
premiums, such as basketball sea­
son tickets and invitations to 
special events, for you and your 
business depending on your level 
of advertisement.
If you want to be a part of this 
project, see the ad elsewhere in 
this book, or call the Sports Infor­
mation Office at 215-951-1605.
Honored with a luncheon on Satuday May 16 were the Class of 1987 Academic Award winners 
from the Day School. In the back row, from left to right, are: Nancy H. DiVito, management, 
Donna Slowicki, economics, Edward W. Skorpinski, chemistry, Michael B. Loughery, com­
munication arts, Michael Robert Dennis, McShain Award recipient, Edward M. Buchanan, 
biology, James P. Arnold, sociology, social work and criminal justice, James J. Kennedy, history, 
Timothy J. Cush, accounting, Christopher J. Combs, psychology, Bruce A. Brien, finance, Joseph 
C. Goodyear, education, Anthony Scotto diCarlo, marketing, Eileen O. Sivil, education, Helen 
L. McNamee, management. Seated, from left to right, are: Kateryna Rudnytzky, foreign 
languages and literature, Penny E. Hoskins, philosophy, Lisa M. Dankanich, mathematical 
sciences, Susan M. Kennedy, economics, Pauline E. Scalvino, accounting, Elizabeth J. Vrato, 
political science, and Catherine H. Decker, English.____________________________ __________
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Shields
HOMECOMING ’87 Hundreds of graduates returned to
Ministers of the Alumni Mass were (left to right) Rev. 
Mr. George V. Corwell, '67, vice principal, Bishop 
McDevitt High School, Wyncote, Pa. Concelebrants: 
Fathers Francis A. Menna, ’52, pastor, St. Patrick’s 
Church, Malvern, -Pa. David E. Beebe, '57, pastor, 
Church of the Holy Rosary, Cherry Hill, NJ, (Homolist); 
Roland L. Dumpson, '52, associate pastor, St. Charles 
Borromeo Church, New York City and Robert E. 
Albright, '62, director, Newman Center, Towson State 
(Md.) University.
Alumni Director James J. McDonald, '58, wel comes 
guests to Homecoming Dinner.
Brother Charles E. Gresh, '54, director of the annual fund, chats with Mark D. Williams, D.M.D., '82 
(left), and Rev. Roland L. Dumpson, '52 (right).
Dr. John J. Courtney, '37, makes a point during informal workshop with the university's faculty.
Brother Anthony Wallace, F.S.C., enjoys reunion with Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald T. Clune, '47.
Brothers D. Thomas Gimborn (left) and Gregory Paul Sprissler (right) pose with 
members of the 50th anniversary graduating Class of 1937 (pictured from second 
from left): Leon Blash, Joseph P. McCabe, Rev.Thomas A. Kane, and Dr. John S. 
Penny.
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campus on May 9 for a variety of reunion activities
Members of the Class of '52 Reunion Committee (from left): Paul M. 
Moser, Richard K. O'Donnell, and Benjamin Tumolo, display their ban­
ner.
The Class of '62 Committee got together for a planning meeting before their reunion. 
Shown discussing arrangements with Gerald Scalley (seated) are (from left): John 
Fenerty, George Wardle, Thomas J. Lynch, Anthony Baratta, Nicholas Lisi, and 
Robert Dawson.
Gala Homecoming dinners were held in the Union Ballroom (above) and in the new 
Residence Hall Dining Room.
Albert J. Crawford, Jr., Esq., '36 (second from right), again hosted a 
luncheon for members of the university’s 50th anniversary graduating 
class at his home in Philadelphia’s Society Hill. He is shown here chatting 
with Brothers Joseph Bender (left) and Gerald Fitzgerald (right) and Dr. 
Joseph F. Flubacher, '35.
Members of the Class of '37 pose for a group portrait (seated from left): 
Leon Blash, Brother Gregory Paul Sprissler, and Joseph P. McCabe. 
Standing (from left): John J. Kelly, John S. Penny, Ph.D.; John J. 
Courtney, M.D.; Gregory Froio, M.D.; Oliver McCarron, and Hugh A. 
Devine.
Brother President Patrick Ellis greets alumni and guests at reception on the Quadrangle.
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Henry G. (Hank) DeVincent, M.D., '56 (left), was honored for distinguished service to the health 
profession at the eighth annual Holroyd Lecture, on April 24 on campus. Robert C. Gallo, M.D. (center), 
a pioneer in the research of causes of leukemia and AIDS, delivered the Holroyd Lecture in honor 
of Roland Holroyd, the late founder of the Biology Department at La Salle where he taught for 53 years. 
Also pictured are Drs. Joseph C. Flanagan, '59 (second from left), John J. Siliquini, '55 (right), and 
David L. Forde, '59.
’67_______________________________
William E. Herron was elected president of 
the Philadelphia Historic Preservation Cor­
poration.
' 6 8_______________________________
James M. Cirillo was appointed to the Board 
of Advisors for the Institutional and Munici­
pal Parking Congress. Richard F. Jennings 
was named director of the new birthday 
suite at Pennsylvania Hospital, Philadelphia. 
George A. Leone is controller at Atlantic 
County (N.J.) Community College.
BIRTH: to James M. Thomas and his wife, 
a son, Michael John.
’76_______________________________
John M. Fleming has been named a partner 
in the C.P.A. firm of Richard A. Eisner and 
Company, New York City. Walter J. Griffin 
was named chief financial officer of 
Gwynedd-Mercy College, Gwynedd Valley, 
Pa. Edmond F. MacDonald has been pro­
moted to program manager at G.E. Federal 
Electronic Systems Division, King of Prussia, 
Pa. John D. Maida, Esq., has published A 
Practical Guide to Buying and Selling Real 
Estate. Raymond J. O’Brien was promoted to 
manager, economic development for Dela­
ware, Maryland and Washington, D.C. for 
Conrad. He was also promoted to Major, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Joseph Walsh 
has joined New Jersey National Bank as a 
vice president.
'71_________________________
John J. Gallagher is national director of 
training and motivation for AVIS Rent-A-Car 
Systems at its world headquarters in Garden 
City, Long Island. Robert A. Jenco was
named vice president-manager of Chester 
County corporate lending at Meridian Bank. 
James J. Lynch was promoted to vice chair­
man of the board at Continental Bank, Phila­
delphia. James M. Mack was named senior 
vice president of PSFS Business Banking. 
John Sivick was promoted to assistant vice 
president and director of plan adminis­
tration at Paul A. Tanker & Associates, the 




Alan D. Bond is the assistant manager of AP 
Green Services, Trevose, Pa. Robert M. 
Giaccio, president of A.J. Giaccio’s Ap­
pliance and Radio Shack dealer, was re­
elected president of the 5th and Boulevard 
Business Association, in Philadelphia. Vin­
cent C. Hehl is senior vice president of 
Portfolio Services, Inc. Jerome J. Kopitsky 
was promoted to director, commercial lend­
ing at Meritor Financial Markets, Philadel­
phia. John M. Motto is administrator of the 
Fountain Hill Annex, a nursing home in 
Lehigh County, Pa. Richard F. Stephan is the 
second vice president of Appalachian Na­
tional Life Insurance Company, in Knoxville, 
Tenn.
BIRTHS: to Vincent C. Hehl and his wife, 
their third child, Peter John; to Francis J. 
Kolpak and his wife, Susan, a daughter, Re­
becca.
'73 ________________________
Brian Belcher has been promoted to ex­
ecutive vice president at The Nichols Co., in 
Philadelphia. Michael D. Flynn owns Pro­
fessional Services Consulting, providing fi­
nancial and marketing support services in 
San Diego, Calif. Leonard S. Richter was 
promoted to chief, inactive pay division, U.S. 
Coast Guard Pay and Personnel Center, in 
Topeka, Kansas. R. Ross Tishler is the direc­
tor of video operations for Sound Entertain­
ment D.J., Inc., Philadelphia.
'74 _______________________
Kenneth D. Hagerman has been awarded the 
Accredited Adviser in Insurance (AAI) des­
ignation and diploma by the Insurance In­
stitute of America.
BIRTHS: to Thomas M. Feeney and his wife, 
Debra, their third daughter, Megan; to 
Catherine Corbett Tereniak and her hus­
band, a son, Stephen John.
'75 ________________________
BIRTH: to Richard S. Roseneau and his wife, 
Melanie, their second son, Jared M.
'76 _______________________
John A. McGettigan was named controller of 
West Philadelphia Electrical Supply Com­
pany.
BIRTH: to John A. McGettigan and his wife, 
their second child, Jeffrey.
'77
John P. Bisco has recently become a partner
A CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS
La Salle’s Art Museum has just 
opened a renovated cottage on the 
historic Belfield Farm at the 
center of the campus. This new 
annex of the Museum is intended 
for the use of volunteers who 
would act as guides for the mu­
seum and farm and would assist 
with cataloguing and other proj­
ects of the museum.
The basic requirement is an 
interest in art or history and three 
to four hours of service a week 
would be expected, Interested 
alumni (or their spouses) should 
call 951-1221 for more informa­
tion.
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The Class of 1987 Academic Award winners from the Evening Division were honored at 
a luncheon in the Ballroom on campus on May 16. In the back row, from left to right are: 
Suzanne McGrath, psychology, Lorraine R. Bucci, marketing, Andrew M. Gaither, econ­
omics, Cecilia A. West, nursing, Denise A. Edwards, English; Seated, from left to right are: 
Diann Sweeney, accounting, Linda A. Razler, finance and management, Laura J. Cavanaugh, 
political science, and Rosemarie A. Devlin, sociology and criminal justice.
at G & R Insurance, Fogelsville, Pa. He also 
received his M.B.A. degree in finance from 
Temple University. Mary Lynn McNally has 
been named a member of Peirce Junior Col­
lege's Board of Trustees. Robert J. Wildin is 
a programming analyst at the Government
’80 ________
Michael J. Brennan was named vice presi­
dent for corporate planning for Binswanger 
Company, Philadelphia. David R. Cage was 
promoted to central region control represen­
tative for the Linde division of Union 
Carbide Corporation, in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Thomas M. Going received a law degree 
from the Delaware Law School of Widener 
University. He was awarded the American 
Jurisprudence Award and was elected to Phi 
Kappa Phi national honor society. He is now 
an associate with the law firm of Dunn and 
Miller, Media, Pa. Timothy A. Gulla is the 
chief executive officer of TAG Communica­
tions, Inc., in Philadelphia, specializing in 
cellular mobile phones and office telephone 
systems.
MARRIAGE: John M. Buonomo to Mary Ann 
Dean, '80.
’81_____________________ _
Joseph F. McCole was named budget analyst 
for Meritor Mortgage Group. Joe Miller is 
operations manager for Hampton Cable- 
vision, serving Northampton Twp., in Bucks 
County, Pa.
BIRTH: to Michael J. Pelone and his wife, 
Tracey, their first child, Michael Francis.
’82
William C. Bergmann, Jr., was promoted to 
distributor marketing manager of Subaru At­
lantic, in Savage, Md. Veronica M. Cox- 
Emanuel is assistant manager of financial 
systems and controls at Cigna Corporation. 
Maureen Kane Delaney was promoted to 
personnel administrator at Worcester In­
surance Company, in Worcester, Mass. 
Thomas VanEck is a patient administration 
specialist at the 43rd Surgical Hospital, at 
Camp Humphreys, Korea.
MARRIAGES: Judith A. Koenig to Michael 
J. Baccile; Jerome S. Lezynski to Nancy Far­
rell; Kathleen McGarvie to Mark Hogan. 
BIRTH: to Deborah Boyes Bernhardt and her 
husband, their second child, Megan Eliza­
beth.
McNally Bisco
Health Programs Office of Prudential In­
surance Company.
BIRTH: to John P. Bisco and his wife, Kathie, 
their first child, a son, John Peter, III.
78________________________
Marine Pfc. Vincent P. Andrews recently 
completed the basic baker course at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C. Michael J. Bohrer was pro­
moted to vice president of casino hotels 
internal audit, Del E. Webb Corporation, At­
lantic City. James C. Fee, Jr., is an attorney 
with the Office of District Counsel (Internal 
Revenue Service), Philadelphia. Stephen 
Gin, Jr., is a vice president at the Trust Com­
pany of Princeton (N.J.). Joseph Stoll has 
been named assistant vice president in the 
trust division of Provident National Bank, 
Philadelphia.
MARRIAGE: John Hessenthaler to Suzanne 
Vicari.
79________________________
Wesley M. Babbie was appointed controller 
of Philadelphia Re-Insurance Company. 
MARRIAGE: Mark G. Canty to Lynn M. Day. 
BIRTHS: to Wesley M. Babbie and his wife, 
a son, Michael Wesley; to James P. Spiewak 
and his wife, a son, Matthew James.
Gabriel J. Zinni, '63 (right), who sponsored 31 runners from La Salle’s ROTC in the Philadelphia Vietnam 
War Memorial Run on April 12, presents $300 check from the event to LTC George Kellenbenz, 
professor of military science at La Salle. The event was organized by James E. McCloskey, '68 (left). 
Zinni and McCloskey have raised more than $26,000 for the memorial.
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VanEck
Former ABC-TV news correspondent Steve Bell, 
who is now the evening news co-anchor at Phila­
delphia’s KYW-TV, discussed “ Reporting the 
White House” at an Alumni Downtown Club 
luncheon on April 29 at the Racquet Club.
’8 3 _______________________
Navy Lt. j.g. Joseph B. Grady has been 
promoted to his present rank while serving 
with Fleet Reconnaissance Squadron-Two, 
at the Naval Air Station, in Rota, Spain. 
Mark J. Howard was promoted to trust of­
ficer in the Trust Operations Department of 
First Pennsylvania Bank’s Banking Services 
Group, Philadelphia.
MARRIAGE: Catherine Cortese to Stephen 
J. Titteron, '84.
75 ________________________
Marine 2nd Lt. Michael L. Provence was
graduated from The Basic School at the 
Marine Corps Development and Education 
Command, in Quantico, Va.
'76_________________________
Marine 2nd Lt. Joseph E. Truitt was gradu­
ated from The Basic School at the Marine 
Corps Development and Education Com­
mand, in Quantico, Va.
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court Judge 
Jerome A. Zaleski, '59 (right), presents symbolic 
gavel to Dr. Robert J. Courtney, '41, professor 
of political science at the university and presid­
ing officer of the symposium on the U.S. Con­
stitution, at Congress Hall on May 14. Zaleski 
was chairman of the event.
M.B.A.
'75_________________________
Kathleen M. Burns has been named assistant 
treasurer at Alco Standard Corporation, in 
Valley Forge, Pa.
'70 _________________________
William J. King was named chairman of the 
board of Dauphin Deposit Corporation and 
Dauphin Deposit Bank, in Harrisburg, Pa. 
John Magill won a trophy at a competition 
in Hershey, Pa., for his 1953 Studebaker. 
Kelbourne J. Ritter was named vice presi­
dent of marketing in the New York office of 
U.S. Healthcare Inc.
'71 _________________________
Michael D. Flynn has started his own busi­
ness, Professional Services Consulting, pro­
viding financial and marketing support ser­
vices in San Diego, Calif. Winnie Shaefer is 
the chief executive officer of Franklin Ma­
ternity Hospital, formerly Booth Maternity
Center, in Philadelphia. Gretchen H. Shields
was promoted to vice president of Resort 
Resource Group, Inc., which specializes in 
the travel, resort, personnel, and real estate 
fields, in Atlanta, Ga. Roger E. Snodgrass has 
been elected vice president of Harsco Cor­
poration.
’82_________________________
John Butler has joined the Pennwalt Corpo­
ration as a senior tax accountant. Stephen 
Gin, Jr., is vice president for The Trust Com­
pany of Princeton (N.J.).
BIRTH: to John Butler and his wife, Angela, 
a daughter, Lauren Marie.
’83
Anthony S. Rimikis was promoted to director 
of development of Rush and Tompkins Man­
agement Corporation, in Cherry Hill, N.J. 
Joseph Stoll has been named assistant vice 
president in the trust division of Provident 
National Bank, Philadelphia. Christine N. 
Thomas has been promoted to assistant vice 
president in the trust division of Provident 
National Bank, Philadelphia.
’85________________________
Arthur J. Haas is the controller for the Bucks 
County Pa., Water and Sewer Authority.
'77_________________________
Eileen Mechell is a professional sales rep­
resentative for Smith, Kline and French Lab­
oratories, the pharmaceutical division of 
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Coming: La Salle’s 125th Anniversary
This fall, La Salle University will begin the celebration of its 125th 
Anniversary, an occasion that will certainly be a time for taking stock, 
for honoring a tradition and a notable achievement.
The Anniversary also comes at an important time in the history of 
La Salle as the physical campus is being consolidated after some sizable 
growth; a new library is being completed; a revised core curriculum is 
being implemented, and major programs are being reviewed; the general 
nature of teaching and learning here is being considered anew in our 
future as a university and a Catholic university.
So we are planning to have our lectures and symposiums during the 
year take note of these themes and the Anniversary itself. Among those 
appearing in fall semester programs will be James P. Sterba, President 
of the American Catholic Philosophical Association (“The Constitution: 
A Fundamentally Flawed Document,” September 17th);attorney Dan Burt, 
’64, counsel for General William Westmoreland in his libel action against 
CBS; noted author Joyce Carol Oates of Princeton (“An Afternoon With 
Joyce Carol Oates,” September 29th); eminent sociologist Philip Rieff; 
Justice John Flaherty of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania (“The Penn­
sylvania Supreme Court and its Role in our Society,” October 6th); John 
R. Coleman, former President of Haverford College; Donald H. Reiman 
(“Living Romanticism: English Romantics and Modern Popular Culture,” October 20th); 
Sam Hynes, noted English scholar at Princeton University and former visiting professor 
at La Salle; Neal Miller, research psychologist at Rockefeller University (The Grimes 
Lecture: “How the Brain Affects the Health of the Body,” October 24th); Professor James 
Kinneavy (October 30th and 31st); Father William Byron, President of the Catholic Univer­
sity of America (Fall Convocation, October 25th).
The Open House, sponsored by the Students’ Government Association, (November 8th) 
and Campus Ministry’s Justice Week (November 9-13), featuring Robert Lifton, are getting 
special attention, as are our special music and art programs. Among the latter will be an 
exhibition in our Art Museum of Charles Willson Peale’s work at his historic farm, Belfield, 
now a central part of La Salle’s campus, and an exhibition of the work of Paul Stankard, 
a nationally-known artist in glass and a current La Salle parent (October 16, 17, 18).
Additional special events to be held at La Salle during the Fall include the official 
opening of Urasenke—La Salle Japanese Tea Ceremony (September 27th) ; Alumni Hall of 
Athletes, Parents’ Weekend and Athletic Alumni Homecoming (October 16, 17, 18); and the 
Alpha Epsilon Alumni Honor Society induction and presentation of the Signum Fidei Medal 
(November 20th).
For further information on Fall semester events, contact the News Bureau (215-951-1081) 
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